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Gift of Government ? 


“My dear Mr. President: 


We rejoice in the knowledge that all wa 
time conscientious objectors have been re 
leased from prison. However the greg 
majority of these persons, together wit 
those who, for reasons of conscience, we 
convicted under the Selective Service Act @ 
1948, sent to prison, and subsequentl 
released, are still deprived of their ci 
rights. 


The Federal Council of Churches of Chri; 
in America respectfully petitions you to pr 
claim, during the forthcoming Christ 
period, a general amnesty for these cons 
entious objectors. Only in this manner cai 
their civil rights be fully restored. 


We believe the churches would welcom 
a Christmas Amnesty Proclamation by yoi 
as an act of statesmanship consistent witl 
the ideals of religious freedom cherished 
the American people. 


Respectfully yours, 


(BISHOP) JOHN S. STAMM, 
S President.” 


$3.50 a year. Single copies, 35c. Back copies, 45c. Boun 
tinuing from year to year, unless orders are given to th 
of the subscribers. Manuscripts must be typed. No mani 
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MAKING A 


NEW YEAR 


A. WALLACE COPPER 


NE of the most challenging periods 
of life is at the conclusion of an old 
year and the beginning of a new one. It 

time for serious reflection. The year that is 
flashes before us in retrospect. We can see 
evements in which we can take just pride, 
failures that cause us concern. Many fail- 
were not inevitable. Standing where we 
get a proper perspective we see our mis- 
s. Two roads were before us, and we chose 
wrong one. Several possible decisions could 
- been rendered, and prejudice caused us 
lecide what was fatal. We see that with 
ter care, objectivity, and Christian insight, 
y regrettable things could have been 
‘rent. 

fter reflecting upon the successes and fail- 
of the past, our thinking is directed toward 
new year. Its pages are unwritten, its his- 
yet to be enacted, and its decisions yet 
e rendered. It is our desire to make tomor- 
better than yesterday. At the conclusion of 
her year we want to feel we have made 
e of it than the year just ended. Standing 
1 the brink of a new adventure, we want 
jake the most of it. 


Alert To Opportunity 


Te shall never make the most of the new 
unless we are alert to the multiple oppor- 
Hes that appear. So frequently the differ- 
between success and failure has been in 
alertness or lethargy of our lives. Jesus 
constantly waging war against self-satis- 
on. He looked into the faces of persons 
had lost the sense of expectancy. What 
d happen in Galilee? Things of grandeur 
rred in the past. The prophets had come 
their message of hope, but the people 
onger looked for the realization of Israel’s 
ms. 

sus went into the villages, by the road- 
in out of the way places and called men 
ervice. Looking into their disbelieving 
; He said, “Follow me, and I will make 
” “The fields are white for harvest.” He 
ed His statements by the new life of the 
ples who, touched by His spirit, became 
to life, filled with expectancy, and saw 
> to be achieved than time would permit. 
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Among many tributes paid to Gladstone dur- 
ing his ninety years was that of John Morley, 


“He kept himself on the line of discovery.” 


At an age when many were absorbed in the 
past he was dealing with problems and oppor- 
tunities of the present. Kipling, in ‘The Pio- 
neer,’ tells of a man who would not settle 
down until he found the truth behind the 
ranges. 

When Christ touches our lives the world 
becomes new every morning, life is filled with 
zest, and it never disintegrates to drab routine. 
One of the characters in a story by O’Henry, 
said, ‘The trouble with this place is every- 
body in it dies when they get about twenty-one, 
and they don’t do anything but snore and toss 
around in sleep the rest of their lives.’ Time 
is devastating to many people. In their youth 
they were alert, ambitious and expectant, but 
in middle life they have lost the spirit of 
adventure, the zest to make the most of their 
lives. 

To be alert to opportunities of service means 
we grow in the consequence. Innate potential 
abilities are given the chance to develop. There 
is an-old French proverb, “Men grow quickly 
on the battlefield.’”” The disciples were appar- 
ently ordinary men performing small duties, 
but when guided by the Master they assumed 
the responsibility of the kingdom and became 
spiritual giants. Luther was a seemingly ordi- 
nary priest, but touched by Jesus, was made 
alert to the needs of the hour, and withstood 
the threats of an ecclesiasticism. He led a con- 
tinent back to God. Wesley was a failure in 
Georgia, but after Aldersgate, on the hills of 
England, became the spiritual leader of an age. 

Yesterday is known. The future is a mys- 
tery. No one can forsee what tomorrow will 
mean. Certainly we cannot make the most of a 
new year unless we are determined to use every 
opportunity to the full. The responsibilities 
assumed may develop powers we never 
dreamed we possessed, and the smallest duty 
may change our entire future. 


Sympathetic Understanding 


Regardless of our alertness to opportunities 
we can never make the most of a new year 
unless we cultivate sympathetic understanding. 
Those with whom we deal are quick to sense 
whether or not we appreciate their difficulties. 
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In the world are millions of people who long 
to be understood. They have problems too 
great for them, have confronted handicaps 
about which they have not advertised. When 
Ezekiel went among the exiles and sat where 
they sat, his dejection and despair vanished. 
He understood their situation because he lived 
among them. It was said of Gandhi he did 
not view the untouchables objectively. He had 
so entered into their sufferings he felt he was 
one of them. 

In St. James Palace, during discussions for 
a free India, representatives of the Empire 
wanted to withhold from the untouchables the 
tight to vote. Gandhi said, ‘I cannot possibly 
bear the idea that a man who has got wealth 
should have the vote, but that a man who has 
got character but no wealth should have no 
vote, or that a man who works honestly by 
the sweat of his brow day in and day out 
should not have a vote for the crime of being 
a poor man.” Then Gandhi added, “I know 
some of the finest specimens of humanity are 
to be found amongst the poor people, amongst 
the untouchables. themselves. I would far 


rather forego the right of voting myself, than — 


that this untouchable brother should not have 
the vote.” 

The Pharisees had become, in reality, a caste, 
and from postulated heights looked down upon 
their underprivileged brothers. Jesus lived 
among the poor. The outcast felt he had a 
friend in Him, that He understood his prob- 
lem and was ready to help. To be alert is in 
itself not enough. Without sympathetic under- 
standing one can become a zestful, dashing 
person many wish to avoid. But the man who 
understands is always welcome. 


Faith In Tomorrow 


We cannot make the most of the new year 
unless we realize when darkness comes light 
is not far away. There will-be moments that 
test our faith. After we have done all, and 
come to our wits end, God is able to do abund- 
antly above all we can ask or think. In ‘Les 
Miserables” Jean Valjean made a break for 
liberty. He, in desperation, turned down a 
dark street in Paris. To his concern he found 
the street had no outlet. There was only a 
high forbidding wall. 

So frequently we come to what appears the 
end, and God sends the light. When Audubon 
was trying to obey his father and be a mer- 
chant, he was depressed. He loved the forests 
and birds with their fascinating habits and cus- 
toms. He failed in business, and in a depres- 
sive mood walked out among the trees. Life 
seemed to have come to a stop. What could 
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he do now? At that moment he saw a beautt- 
ful bird. He forgot about business failure. He 
followed the «call of the wild, and became 
one of the greatest scientists of his field. The 
paintings of Audubon are among the classics 
of history. To make the most of a new yeat 
we must be alert, sympathetic, and have faith. 


Spiritual Wealth From Service 


We shall not make the most of the new 
year until we realize spiritual richness 1s the 
by-product of devoted service. God has created 
man so he, by service, can get a deeper under- 
standing of values. Michelangelo had one 
prayer when he began his greatest adventure, 
He said, ““O God, reveal to me David.” Whe 
he went on the bullock cart from the great 
quarry to Rome, the creak of the ungreased 
axle sang to him, “O God, reveal to mé 
David.” This was his constant prayer until at 
last David stood before him complete. Hav 
ing finished the masterpiece, he came back to 
Florence. His friends said, “He is so different. 
Look at the lines in his face, the beauty in his 
eyes.” A young nephew who had seen the 
colossal statue said, “I know what is the matter 
with my uncle. He has carved David into his 
soul.” / ; 

St. Francis, who followed the way of the 
loving heart, radiated love. Jesus looked so 
compassionately upon the poor and sinful that 
mercy shone in His countenance. Many critic 
ally say, “Why should I help that fellow?’ 
They forget a poor man in need is helped by 
kindness, and the giver receives the by product, 
Into our hearts come the riches of His grace, 

If we do not accumulate within spiritual 
values, it is not because God discriminates 
against us. It is because we have closed the 
door to enriching opportunities. Tt 
no room for Mary and Joseph at the Inn, 
Jesus went to Nazareth, but there was no room 
for Him in the minds of the people. Many 
have become indifferent to religion. They say 
faith is impossible. The real reason is not 
that they have put religion to the test and 
found it false. They simply have not given it 
any thought. Darwin said in his later years, 
his mind was like a withered leaf for all bu 
science. Many have crowded God out of theit 
lives. They have magnified the insignificant 
so it appears important, and relegated the 
Eternal to the outside. r 

Religion is the greatest driving power of life. 
When we permit ourselves to be guided by the 
spirit, enriching deeds of service are sought 
and found. We then know the most blessec 
thing is ‘To do all the all 
the people we can.” 


VHAT ON EARTH DO YOU WANT? 


T. N. TIEMEYER 


NY person standing atop the Empire 
| State building becomes a philosopher. 

As you look down and observe the 
e of scurrying beetles and ants which in 
ty are cars and people, you marvel at their 
tC desire to get somewhere, half of them 
ing to the same places the other half just 
> from. If you could perform a Superman 
t and soar from your 102nd story perch 
n to a graceful landing and halt one of 
> hectic humans, you might like to ask 
“Where in the world are you going,” or 
vat on earth are you looking for”’ 

you have never asked yourself that ques- 
it’s high time you did. Whether you are 
70, it is not too early or too late to pause 
ask yourself where you are heading and 
you are trying to find. We live in a pathet- 
y restless age characterized by a feverish 
ying to and fro. We dash hither and 
er, and when we get to thither, we rush 
to hither again. Do we really know what 
ie looking for in this life? 
ost people feel certain that they know 
- they are after. Stop a child going to 
ol or a youth on a college campus, and 
ill tell you he seeks knowledge and longs 
ll his life with wisdom, science, and facts. 
believes that these alone will satisfy his 
r quest. Yet, I have seen many folks 
numerous degrees and heads full of 
viedge who were still restless and bewil- 
d. Or, stop a young couple wandering 
a lover’s lane with stars in their eyes and 
will tell you with assurance that they seek 
inswer to life in love and marriage, home 
family. It would be difficult to convince 
. that marriage alone will not solve all 
r urges, and that the average marriage 
y lasts only six years. Or, observe the 
lising young man in business whose exec- 
s have their eyes on him and agree he 
go far. His energy is directed toward 
ss and recognition. How could we tell 
that our nation has an abundance of 
ssful business men, prosperous and prom- 
, who live lonely lives with their cynicism 
their ulcers. 
lis is a fact we must face, that when we 
achieved all earthly ambitions, and have 
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found satisfaction for our hungers, our desires 
for success, recognition, and wealth, we may 
still not feel inner satisfaction. We are not 
only physical beings with bodily appetites to 
be satisfied, nor merely social creatures who 
need the love and respect of others. We are 
also spiritual beings, and unless we find the 
way to feed our souls and nourish our spirits, 
we will always live unsatisfied and restless 
lives. 

Man’s floundering is so evident that com- 
mercial interests try to capitalize on it by offer- 
ing their products as cures. We are told to 
light a cigarette to get a lift, or try a certain 
brand of beer to get more joy out of life, or 
switch to a new liquor to become a person of 
distinction. The marvelous genius of our mod- 
ern scientific mind has offered us improvement 
in everything but heart, and soul, and will. 
Once it took months to travel from America to 
Europe and writers said we would have a 
world of peace and harmony if we could ever 
bring the continents closer together. Today, we 
span the Atlantic in a few hours but all it has 
brought us is fear and insecurity. In ancient 
days, man fought close-contact wars with 
swords. When some early military genius 
equipped a battalion with bows and arrows, 
he predicted that wars would henceforth be so 
deadly that they would cease. Since our genius 
has produced atomic annihilation, our admirals 
and generals sit about their desks coldly esti- 
mating how many millions of the enemy must 
be slain in the first onslaught and how many 
millions of Americans are expendable. 

Man’s marvelous brain has developed the 
crystal set into our modern radio and television 
receivers, but we still tune in the same cheap 
humor, soap operas, and idiotic singing com- 
mercials. Henry Thoreau called this “im- 
proved means to an unimproved end.” When 
our engineers began to harness the water power 
in the TVA project, they proclaimed it the 
greatest achievement of our age. After gigantic 
dams were built and mighty turbins generated 


power, we had sufficient electricity to light 


our pin-ball machines. 

What's the answer? Why haven’t we found 
that which satisfied? The answer is because 
we cannot satisfy our spiritual restlessness with 
worldly inventions. Long, long ago, some un- 
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known observer in the book of Proyerbs dis- 
covered that ‘‘A good man shall be satisfied 
from himself.” Not ‘with himself’, mind you, 
but “from himself.” We have been frantically 
looking around us for the answer that lies 
within. Until we learn to find the power, 
peace, and refreshment in our own souls, we 
will always be confused and frustrated. The 
American people work fewer hours than any 
other nation but we have no more happiness. 
Men cry for shorter hours and then have so 
much leisure that they must pass the time 
away at taverns, race tracks, and dice tables. 
There is no indication that men who work 
forty hours per week are any happier than 
those who worked sixty. Nor does the woman 
find more contentment merely because of more 
leisure. Someone has pointed out that the rate 
of divorce has increased at the same rate as 
the sale of vacuum cleaners. Time-saving 
gadgets in the home add nothing to our peace 
of mind if the extra time is used for gossip 
or cocktail parties. 

When Maxim Gorki visited this country in 
the early part of the century, his guests enter- 
tained him by showing him the sights at Coney 
Island, its amusement halls, side shows, and 
prefabricated thrills. After a busy day, his 
proud host asked him how he liked this coun- 
try, to which Gorki replied “What a sad people 
you Americans must be to need all these de- 
vices to find happiness.” William Lyon 
Phelps once told a graduating class, ‘The hap- 
piest man is the one who thinks the most 
interesting thoughts.’’ How close he came to 
that old proverb, ““A good man shall be satis- 
fied from himself.” 

Some of you will protest, “We have searched 
within ourselves and have -failed to find this 
inner peace.” Plumbing the depths of one’s 
soul is not a simple task, nor can one guarantee 
immediate results. You must explore your 
inner world until you discover the contact 
point with the Absolute. You must know the 
mysteries of your own spirit so well that you 
can find that ladder on which you climb out 
into the infinity of God. You can only reach 
the above by going within. But, let we warn 
you, when you try this you are taking a big 
risk. If you do find your way out of your own 
little personal soul into the Over Soul, it will 
drastically change your life. It is likely to 
make a different person out of you. It may 
take you from one field of interest into a higher, 
or from one kind of business into something 
greater. It may cost you all your petty ambi- 
tions, cheap pastimes, and hollow goals as you 
give yourself to a higher purpose. 


Page 10 


Recently a pastor was called to bury th 
wife of a prominent business man who had ni 
church connections and who realized for the 
first time how empty his years had been. H 
began to make resolutions to become 
Christian, offered to make a contribution to the 
church, and inquired “How much does it cost 
to be a Christian?” That pastor replied “It 
costs all you got.” It was a worthy answer 
reminiscent of the reply which Jesus gave to 
the rich, young ruler. When you find that 
supreme Power, you will have to surrendet 
your pride, your property, your time, your busta 
ness, and your enthusiasm to the guidance of 
God. Unless you go all the way, you cannot 
be sure of that complete inner satisfaction. Ne 
wonder people do not find reality in religion, — 
they sniff at God, dabble with Christ, and 
affiliate with a church, but never surrender te 
any of them. It must be all or nothing. 

To be satisfied from yourself is an intriguing 
thought. What assets does the soul of a con 
secrated Christian harbor to satisfy his daily 
needs? St. Paul gives us a picture of the innet 
man that is like an orchard of magic fruit of 
many varieties waiting to be called upon té 
satiate our hunger for confident living. These 
fruits of the spirit, he tells us, are kindness, 
gentleness, love, mercy, faith, sacrifice, and 
joy. If your inner soul is one with God, then 
you have an abundance of spiritual fruit to be 
nourished on from within you. Prayer, medita: 
tion, worship, and silence are steps that lead 
down into your inner sanctuary. When you 
enter there, it will be like Alladin’s cave of 
wonders where you will find yourself possessof 
of riches that survive through eternity, pow 
that knows no limitations, and a thrilling kin 
of life that radiates with abundance. This is 
the realm Jesus wants us all to find when he 
counsels ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is withir 
you—go into thy secret chamber.”’ 

What is it you want most in this life? Wh 
on earth are you looking for? If you ar 
seeking the answer to your empty restlessne 
in worldly delights and man-made inventior 
then I can be positively phychic and predic 
that you will never know complete inner peace 
This does not mean that our whole world i 
evil. It has much in it that is good. It can be 
the source of an abundance of beauty, tender 
ness, and joy; but you will never be able t 
draw satisfaction from them unless you ar 
awakened within. When you find the way te 
satisfy your spiritual hunger and thirst fron 
unity with God’s mind you will finally fee 
at peace and at home in this world. “A gooc 
man shall be satisfied from himself.’ (Proy 
14:14) a 


ANALYZE THAT SERMON BARREL 


PAUL WILLIAM BURRES 


Some things a minister can learn from a study of his sermon file 


FTER a number of years in the pulpit a 
minister’s sermon file becomes a veritable 
~ homiletical museum, revealing the trends 
is philosophical and theological thinking, 
grasp of the issues of his generation, his 
of the Bible, his adherence to his denom- 
onal emphasis,- and his own personal 
ties. It can be very useful to him if he 
make use of its possibilities. This preacher 
- to the trouble of charting and analyzing 
file of over five hundred sermons he has 
ched, and he learned so many startling 
3s about his own preaching that he offers 
. here for the benefit of his fellow min- 
s. Anyone undertaking such a study is 
ag himself in for disillusionment, for many 
ons looked at analytically and stripped of 
emotional fervor with which they were 
ered, do not seem to be worth charting. 
ne first benefit to be derived from such an 
ysis is in the mechanics of the procedure 
f. The mere charting of each sermon by 
scripture used, a sentence statement of 
resis, a listing of other basic ideas, and by 
and file identification is an intensely inter- 
and illuminating exercise. An examina- 
of hundreds of sermon titles, for instance, 
enable one to see quite clearly whether or 
he has the knack of phrasing titles that are 
attractive and fair to the contents. Per- 
the most strenuous and disillusioning 
ral exercise in this type of study is the 
npt to phrase in one short sentence the 
t and substance of an entire sermon. One 
discover that his best sermons lend them- 
5 to such a reduction, while the ones that 
ot be so reduced are not the ones he will 
-to dust off and use again. 
he next significant result of charting one’s 
ons will be a ready visualization of the 
cal portions used or neglected. This 
cher was startled to find that, after a dozen 
; of preaching, there are eighteen books of 
Bible from which he has never preached. 
of this number were from the New Testa- 
and at once suggest some needed Bible 
y to determine if any pertinent material has 
neglected. 
was noted that two apocryphal books were 
, and this suggests a further study in that 
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field. A few books were used only once, sey- 
eral only occasionally while a half dozen or so 
were used repeatedly. Matthew, for example, 
was used for 17 per cent of all the sermons 
charted, Luke for 12 per cent, Acts for 6, and 
Psalms for 7, making a total of 42 per cent 
of the sermons from these four books. The 
break-down between testaments showed that 
approximately 25 per cent of the sermons 
charted were from the Old Testament and 75 
per cent from the New. Of the Old Testa- 
ment books used one-half of the sermons were 
from the three books of Genesis, Psalms and 
Isaiah. Of the New Testament references, two- 
thirds were from the four gospels and less than 
one-fourth were from the writings of Paul. Of 
all biblical portions used in both testaments, 
exactly one-half were from the four gospels 
and Acts. Such a charting of scripture portions 
used in his sermons will enable the alert min- 
ister to determine which chapters of certain 
books he has used most frequently, or which 
ones he has neglected. In the case of this 
writer, he found that he had drawn eighty- 
eight sermons from twenty-one of Matthew’s 
twenty-eight chapters, with thirty-two of them 
being from the three chapters of the Sermon 
on the Mount. He also discovered that he had 
three favorite Old Testament chapters which 
he had used too frequently. 

Turn now to some basic issues which should 
emerge from such a study: Should a minister 
allow for variety and diffusion in the biblical 
materials by drawing his material from all 
types of literature, all historical petiods, and 
from the differing levels of religious and 
ethical insight? Should he place the records 
of the life and teachings of Jesus in the fore- 
front, by using a heavy concentration of selec- 
tions from the gospels and make this the 
heart and center of his preaching? Regardless 
of how a minister would answer these ques- 
tions on a theoretical basis, a chart of his ser- 
mons will show how he has answered them. 
Thus, one will readily see that the value of the 
type of analysis we are here discussing con- 
sists largely in bringing out into open judg- 
ment the principles one is using and not 
leaving them to unconscious drift or hap- 
hazard chance. The writer's conclusion is that 
one should lay a broad scriptural base by choos- 
ing his material widely throughout the Bible, 
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but that he should concentrate most upon those 
New Testament portions which he believes con- 
tain the core of Christian meaning. If one uses 
too large a proportion of his selections from 
the Old Testament it is quite likely that he 
is employing fanciful and bizarre interpreta- 
tions not in accord with sound biblical scholar- 
ship, and that he is giving Christian meanings 
to passages that are pre-Christian in origin and 
that are sub-Christian or even anti-Christian in _ 
religious value. 

Interesting and valuable as these facts and 
principles concerning one’s use of the Bible 
may be, such an analysis as we are proposing 
will enable a minister to obtain still more sig- 
nificant data concerning the thought content 
of his sermons. To secure this information he 
will need to prepare a master sheet classifying 
his sermons according to some pattern that to 
him seems valid. This writer used a four-fold 
classification: (1) Doctrinal and theological, 
(2) Functional, that is, the basic human needs 
appealed to in the sermon, (3) Whether deal- 
ing with the individual or the social gospel, 
(4) Church calendar, ecclesiastical emphasis, 
and special days. 

One can readily see that there is some over- 
lapping, for a sermon could be in more than 
one classification, but nevertheless, such a 
grouping does have value. One must first 
become sensitive to the proper balance between 
and among the four types. One may be preach- 
ing more doctrinal sermons than he realizes, or 
pethaps, hammering away on the social issues 
to the neglect of feeding hungry individual 
hearts. Furthermore, one should take the ser- 
mons he has classed as doctrinal and determine 
which of the historic Christian doctrines he 
has discussed most frequently and which he 
may have neglected. For example, if one has 
neglected to preach upon the doctrine of the 
Trinity or has emphasized the human Jesus 
to the neglect of Christ the Saviour, one needs 
to stop short and ask himself if this distribu- 
tion represents his best judgment of their rela- 
tive value, or whether his emphasis is mere 
chance, or perchance, an unconscious catering to 
the popular interests of his congregation. Even 
the liberal modern preacher is well advised to 
reexamine traditional concepts in orthodox 
theology, and as he re-interprets them, to show 
how they functioned in meeting definite needs 
in Christian experience, and to make certain 
that the need which they supplied has not been 
left unmet. 

When any minister who analyzes his ser- 
mons looks at those in the second or functional 
classification, he will have to pass judgment 
upon himself, for it is in this group more than 
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in any other that he will be meeting, or failing 
to meet, human needs. If he has a er 
shilosophy or religion it will appear in tht 
E Siena if he ace not he should be able 
to detect it at this point. This is not the place 
for the writer to state his own philosophy, but 
merely to point out that he believes that sete 
mons that cannot be classified by being tied up 
to some human need are not real sermons, an 
to affirm again the value for the preacher 0 
charting the thought content of his sermon 
in this way so as to force out into broad day 
light his religious philosophy that he, there 
may better judge of its validity. _ 

Concerning the issues apparent in the thir 
classification, that of the individual or the 
social gospel, one may say that it will soog 
be evident if the preacher has ridden hi 
favorite social and economic theories too hard 
This will enable a preacher to consider intelli 
gently his double function of preaching t 
individual minds and hearts, and his prophett 
task of injecting a religious interpretation int 
the great issues of his generation, and insistin 
that such problems be solved in the light o 
Christian principles. 

When a preacher looks at the fourth grou 
of sermons, those in conformity with the 
Christian calendar, his denominational pro 
gram, and special days, he will find some over 
lapping with sermons in the other three classi 
fications, but he will be helped at certai 
points. As he looks at some of his special da 
sermons he will wonder whether he preache 
them because he had something he felt divinely 
impelled to say, or whether he was merely 
conforming to the requirements for that day. 
If one has a message for a special observance, 
the social conditioning of his congregation fot 
that occasion will make his people receptive te 
the message, but if not, then he had bette 
preach a sermon unrelated to the special da 
in the Christian or patriotic calendar. 

The type of sermon analysis advocated her 
will enable a preacher to preserve a bette 
balance in his preaching and to avoid some 
common pitfalls of .ordinary preaching. I 
followed, it will keep the preacher from build 
ing a sermon out of a stimulating idea foun 
in his reading, and dispose him to relate it t 
his total preaching program. It will bring 
the light of full consciousness many character 
istics of his preaching otherwise left to chance 
development. It will make him humble: anc 
better instructed to preach the Word in th 
congregation. i 


Do you know the Holy Spirit? Do you seek | 
help in solving your problems in personal matters 
In Parish matters? If you don’t, why not find o 
why the Holy Spirit does not visit you. 4 


The Editors Columns 
Li 


‘hought For The New Year 


INGLAND boasts two great monuments to 
j Sit Christopher Wrenn. One of these is 
St. Paul’s Cathedral. The grave of the 
itect is in this cathedral with this inscrip- 
: “Sir Christopher Wrenn. If you would 
his monument, look about you.’’ The cathe- 
indeed is a magnificant monument to its 
der. During the final years of his life, 
nn was wheeled into the Cathedral once a 
, and allowed to look upon the greatest 
k of his genius. 
nother monument to Sir Christopher 
nn is the corn market at Windsor. The 
| market was designed as an open hall 
ted by a great roof with no supporting 
mns. The City Fathers of Windsor refused 
ccept the hall as constructed. They wanted 
mns, and Wrenn would give them no 
mns. To demand columns to support the 
' was an insult to the architect. But the 
Fathers of Windsor refused to budge from 
r demand, and Wrenn said: “If you want 
mns, you can have columns. But they are 
needed, and they never will be needed to 
sort the roof.” 
he columns were built in the corn market, 
these columns stand there today. But they 
2 built half an inch lower than the roof, 
the roof has stood firm, and has never yet 
e down that half inch to touch the columns 
ch the City Fathers made Sir Christopher 
snn provide against his wishes. 
he best monuments of any life are the pro- 
ions of that life. Sometimes these produc- 
s are in stone and timber like the works of 
us which Sir Christopher Wrenn designed 
the beauty and welfare of the world. They 
examples of good work which stand all the 
. of time and man. When a great fire 
pt over a western city some years ago, all 
chimneys built by a firm in that city were 
ding when the flames had been extin- 
hed, while other firms had no erect chim- 
; to display. The standing chimneys soon 
» an inscription, saying, “This chimney 
built by Blank and Company who are still 
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doing honest work for their customers.” They 
had monuments of which they could well be 
proud. 

Sometimes the productions of lives are in 
kind works, gentle tones of voices leave their 
impress for good upon the community. When 
Robertson of Bristol died, the townsmen of 
this consecrated young English minister said: 
“We shall miss his sermons, but most of all, 
we shall miss his prayers for us and ours.” 

We do not build our monuments in a mo- 
ment. We put them into place little by little, 
by the deeds of the years and the words of all 
the days.—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


Evangelism Or What? 


F THE ORIGIN, the growth and develop- 

ment, and the fruit of the church are the 

results of the direct warmth of the sun of 
soul-winning evangelism, as He planned and 
ordered it, is it to be thought strange and 
unaccountable if the plant falter a bit, when 
shaded from the light which alone is account- 
able for its life? 

Whether we of that church want it so or 
not, evangelism is the center, the circumference, 
the foundation and pillar, the program, the 
life of the true church of Christ, and any 
church which attempts to mechanize or for- 
sake evangelism, as a prime function, thereby 
throws into question the honesty of its position 
and its actual relation to the true church of the 
Living God. 

Nor is increasing attendance and member- 
ship convincing proof of effective evangelistic 
functioning for never yet have church mem- 
bership and true discipleship been synonymous 
terms. Church membership may be for one or 
a dozen reasons. Discipleship, for only one. 
Membership may be from pressures both with- 
out and within—social, economic, material. Not 
so Discipleship. Evangelism, in one form or 
another, stands behind to support it. 

Today, evangelism is not popular. Even the 
word itself suffers from the abuse and neglect 
it has known. Yet, mark well the growing 
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prominence of those groups which still love 
the evangelical word and way. When we sing 
“Faith of our fathers,” we sing an evangeliz- 
ing faith, and well we may, for there is no 
other solvent for indifference, despair, defeat 
and sin, At least the Bible points to no other. 
If we have scuttled it, what have we to put in 
its place ? 

I don’t mean that the church needs a pert- 


patetic, spellbinding professional evangelism ; 
today, as some once felt it did. The shadow’ 


in which church evangelism has had to stand, 
might well be traceable to such misdirected 
and misdirecting concepts. Nor does it need 
the uncertain benefits of the lugubrious, lach- 
rymose, emotional revival of other days. The 
true church never actually needed them. But 
we most assuredly do need a revival of evan- 
gelism. We need an evangelistic ministry, an 
evangelistic membership, an evangelistic leader- 
ship, and an evangelistic program, in ceaseless 
action. 

It is a continuing marvel that we should 
hesitate, be reluctant and timid, evangelistically. 
Why hold back with the blessed gift we have 


_ found, that of the “unsearchable riches ?’’ Do 


we fear to invite others to “come and see’’? 
Ate we not sure of our own faith? 

The method He chose to cause His Kingdom 
to come, was to operate through those who 
were already His. Those who are already His 
find joy in that method, today. 

Unceasing evangelism, not hours in the 
study, marks the honest minister and the living 
church, a fact to gnaw on as the year opens 
up around us. 


Rise Up and Build 


HERE HAD been an unusual amount of 
physical activity in the church. The old 
assembly-room floor had been completely 
removed and replaced with a floor of cement. 
New wardrobes had been made and installed 
for choir vestments. One transept window had 
been repaired and the lovely old organ had 
come in for its share of attention and servicing. 
And that was only the start, for tiles had to 
be cemented over the whole basement floor. 
Redecorations were scheduled for both the 
upstairs and the downstairs rooms. The nur- 
sery was to be relocated and renewed. The 
church study was to be moved, to give place 
for other needed space. New carpets were to 
be oe down, a task assumed by the women 
of the parish, and the young folks were getting 
a new Bible for the pulpit. In fact there was 
no dearth of physical evidence that here was a 
congregation at work in a labor of love. 
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To see such activity among his people mus 
have brought delight to the heart of the pastor 
It would to any pastor. Yet, being wise in sud 
matters the shepherd of this flock cautione 
his people that in such material progress anc 
improvement there was genuine danger, th 
same danger to which the vastly larger portiot 
of the civilized world has largely succumbed. 

We are all so prone to fall before the com 
mon error that we, ourselves, are of necessit 
better for having built, or improved our build 
ing. That is not only not so, but the exac 
opposite is just as likely to be true, as it wa 
with Nebuchadnezzar, who cried, “Is this ne 
great Babylon that I have built?” 

His inordinate pride in his building brough 
fearful visitation on him. Pride brings visit 
tions today, for the yard-stick of advancemen 
has never been a physical one, but spiritual 
What is in a man’s heart means more thai 
what is on his back or over his head, individu 
ally or collectively. Many have learned th 
error of substituting material for spiritug 
growth and advancement, but wisdom sti 
walks with him who keeps his spiritual growt 
ahead of his material advancement.- 

Adorn first the inner life and the outer wil 
take care of itself. 


= 


This Is My Church 


This is my Church—not mine because 

I build her big for world applause, 

Nor make of her a judgment seat \ 
Condemning men.I never meet; 

Not mine because of fellowship 

That drowns the cries of those who slip 
Beyond their depths in seas of sin, 

And die with none their souls to win; 
Not this my Church—but mine because 
Of love, and faith, and holy laws 

That plunge me in the swirling tide 

_To bring men safely to His side. 


GORDON PRATT BAKER 


We Can, If We Will! 


We can, if we will, make this Lenten season th 
greatest of any similar period in the history ¢ 
our beloved church. How? 

1. By PRAYER each day, praying earnestl 
definitely and personally for our ministers ar 
members. 

2. By ATTENDING the special services eat 
week day at noon and in the evening as schedule 
and all services on the Lord’s Day. 

3. By INVITING and bringing others 
church. oe 

4. By TESTIFYING and witnessing to ; 
people of our experience with Christ and H 
redeeming power. gd 


‘ 
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The Exposis 


THE 


CHURCH 


AT WORK 


vival of Man 


We must not let science hypnotize us into 
ving that simply by sitting in front of 
s and drawing boards and instruments all 
we are contributing to the character of 
,’ Col. Charles A. Lindbergh said in an 
ess to Aero Club of Washington, D. C., 
_19., and continued that ‘to him the Kitty 
*k plane in which the Wright Brothers 
on December 17, 1903, is a symbol of 
eering and human qualities of life we have 
behind and which to be successful in a 
er sense, we must retrieve. 

As we have progressed in the science of 
ion, we have separated ourselves from the 
anced qualities of life, and, personally, I am 
inced that man cannot thrive indefinitely 
ne hothouse atmosphere we are creating. 
believe that for permanent survival, man 
- balance science with other qualities of life, 
ities of body and spirit as well as those of 
d—qualities he cannot develop when he 
mechanics and luxury insulate him too 
tly from the earth to which he was born. 
ecalling the days of his own achievements 
n men flew by instinct, their knowledge 
amature and personal familiarity with the 
hine, he said: ‘““We hear mariners speak 
algically of the era of iron men and 
den ships, and in a similar sense I 
etimes feel that the decline of aviation 
n with the self-starter and the closed 
pit .... Now, flying has become a science 
which the mind ascends and the body 
mes an increasingly unnecessary part. We 
onger sense the qualities of earth and air, 
ook at almost everything through print and 


~ 


d. 
Today, we press a button to engage an 
matic pilot to carry us across an unseen 
n, ot to destroy an unseen city below. How 
man retrieve the qualities of character upon 
+h our early achievements were based? I 
sve we can balance success with modesty 
‘science with simplicity only through a 
ientation of our standards; only by placing 
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value of 
scientific 
on man 


of man above the 
We must measure 
their effect 


the character 
his products. 
accomplishments by 
himself: 


A Living Witness 
For a Lost World 
The material for the early January Week of 
Prayer, as outlined for daily use, with the above 
general theme, was received too late to include 
in this issue. To be of help in program 
planning, it should have been received early 
enough to be included in a former issue. 
However, the following sub-titles will serve as 
a series of special meditations in preparation 
for pre-Lenten Evangelism— 
A Divine Invitation to Witness. 
Mark 1:14-15. Acts 1:4-9. 
The Urgency of the Christmas Witness. 
Luke 10:1-18. John 9:4. 
The Call to a Personal Witness. 
Luke 10:2. Acts 8:26-40. 
Fact and Faith Behind Our Witness. 
IT Cor, 4:5-7; 5:17-2%. 
Witnessing Through Sharing. 
Matt. 25:14-30. II Cor, 9:6-8. 
Witnessing to a Double Quest. 
Rom. 1:17; 5:6-8. 
The Church and a United Witness. 
John 17:20-21. I Gor, 12:12-28: 
Eph. 5325-27. 


Evangelism 


“Many ministers try to organize Evangelism 
programs, without even finding out what the 
people need, what they want, or in what they 
can and will cooperate,” wrote W. C. Poole in 
reviewing some of his experiences. Several 
suggestions he offers are timely at all times—. 

“I have found it stimulating to conduct a 
side-campaign of some kind during the general 
effort, for example a two week “Close to the 
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Cross” in which we studied carefully the last 
three chapters of Matthew, with a pledge from 
everyone present that the chapters would be 
read each day before coming to the meditation 
service, and again before retiring for the night's 
rest. By the end of the first week, people are 
really alert, and wish to take patt. The appeal 
should always be made to each individual. 
People are not saved in groups; they are saved 
as individuals. Of course, the group spirit in 
any united effort is necessary, but we must bear 
in mind that the individual spirit is lost or 
saved. Again, I have preached for a week on 
texts in Isaiah 53, with a pledge from every 
individual to be able to recite the chapter, 
either as an individual or in unison with other 
members. People who study Isaiah 53, so they 
know it well enough to repeat it, will not stop 
with this effort. They will know something 
about man’s need of God. They will not stop 
there, but search for an answer to their need. 

“Hymn singing is an excellent and necessary 
part of any service, and any group effort. I do 
not mean unfamiliar hymns, with only a few 
making audible sounds; I mean familiar and 
loyed hymns that everyone joins in singing, 
not because they feel it is a duty, but because 
they want to sing and cannot refrain from it. 
If you, as a leader, do not know the difference, 
a leader should be appointed who will know 
what the audience of worshippers or workers 
knows well enough to sing joyously and 
inspitingly. Why not ask your members to 
remain after a regular service for a ‘HYMN 
SING’, all hymns of their own choosing. This 
is one way to learn what they like to sing, and 
what really joyous singing will do for the 
atmosphere of any gathering. 

“Another plan I found helpful to break the 
ice and warm up the spirit is to arrange a 
‘Clean-Up Fix-Up’ gathering for the men, on 
Saturday afternoon, or early evening. Everyone 
should come in working clothes, including the 
preacher; everyone should bring a pail, cleaning 
tools, some hammers, saws, some step-ladders, 
and at least one extension ladder. If you have 
never tried this, you will be amazed at the 
spirit of genuine fellowship developed among 


_ 4 group, all working on a common project, in 


which everyone present is really interested and 
benefited. Also, needs for repair, ot equipment, 
for improvements are discovered by the men 
themselves, without the help of the pastor, and 
they take pride and satisfaction in assuming 
the responsibility for supplying what is needed, 
There ts a place for such group get-to-gethers 
in every parish, not only for the men, but 
young men, boys, fathers, mothers, young 
women. Refreshments are a natural for an 
such gathering, which should be simple, but 
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nourishing. Milk, sandwiches, candy-bars, 
apples, popcorn, etc., will keep the project 
informal. : 

“To sum up, if you wish to warm up the 
membership, remember that you must get out 
the people, and to get the parents out, you start 
with the children, and have 


Children’s Night 
Sunday School Night 
Little’ Helper’'s Meeting 
General Hymn-Sing : 
Prayer Meeting, with everyone taking part 
Bible Reader's Night 
Bible Text Night 

Favorite Bible Text Night 
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and never, never lose sight of the one important 
aim, Decisions for Christ! People will make 
decisions, and they will come forward if you 
invite them, through God’s love and help. 


Anxious To Do Better 


Professional men, especially those in_ the 
ministry, need counsel on ‘How to Live With 
Yourself.’”’ The author of this volume, Dr, 
Murray Banks, professor of psychology at Long 
Island University, tells readers to stop worrying 
about having a nervous breakdown, because 
there is no such thing. He tells us that “out 
habits of life are responsible for out 
troubles, especially what appears to be nervous 
exhaustion. 3 4 

Hobbies are recommended for everyone, it 
order to exercise and cultivate a zest for living 
Also, we are reminded “that it is importan 
that the average person has someone to talk te 
about problems—husband, wife, minister, o: 
friend.” This includes members of _ th 
profession, who need to relax and relieve thei 
burdened minds and hearts, in order to avoic 
nerve disorders. 3 

An important reminder is, “that goo 
adjustment to life doesn’t mean complet 
contentment; it is better to be happil 
maladjusted.” The reader is reminded that on 
dairy has advertised, “Our cows are no 
contented, they are anxious to do better’’ an 
that what is generally believed to be a nervou 
breakdown is in reality an attempt to escap 
from life and its normal responsibilities. As 
your local book store or your denominationa 
publishing house for information on th 
volume, ‘How to Live With Yourself.” 


The “Living-Link” 


f 

c 

The Church of Christ, Painesville, Ohic 
Rev. Lester H. Ford, pastor, recently agreed 
accept Miss Ruth Lincoln as its “living-lin 


ssionary to India. Readers will recognize in 
S announcement that the designation alone. 
LIVING-LINK—., is a stimulating note to 
 lay-members who undertake the support of 
/ missionary effort. It is difficult to portray 
_meeds and the accomplishments of 
ssionary projects through tabulations, or 
ties of needy people. The title—living-link 
ssionary to India” tells a story that people 
1 compfehend, especially if they know Miss 
th Lincoln personally, and can visualize her 
ustrations and sincerity in extending the 
dd will and offerings of the home church, 
ong people like themselves, but in needy 
sumstances. American people are generous, 
‘it is human to do for those who can or will 
time reflect some gain as a result of the 
ott. The term ‘“‘living-link missionary” 
mises such reflection. 


rmon Series 


Theme: Questions put dy Jesus, as recorded 
Matthew. 


What does Jesus say about— 


. Life’s Values! Matt. 6:25. 

. Providence! Matt. 6:31. 

. Divine Ability! Matt. 9:28. 

. Human Ability! Matt. 20:22. 

. Character in Action! Matt. 7:16. 
. Kinship! Matt. 12:48. 
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Theme: Questions put to Jesus, as recorded 
Matthew. 


What does Jesus say about— 


. Human Misgivings! Matt. 19:20. 

. Human Failures! Matt. 17:19. 

Human Doubting! Matt. 11:13. 

. Ambitions! Matt. 18:1. 

. Curiosity! Matt. 26:22. 

. End of the World! Matt. 24:3. 

GPE, Gustiss: 
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sper and Mid-Week Topics 


vaymen seek the answer to specific questions, 
ing in their daily lives. Many never learn 
ere to find the answers in the Bible, because 
re is no leadership pointing the way. The 
lowing topics with texts, from various 
rces, will provide a basis for discussion of 
1e every-day needs: 


‘Prayer’, by Rev. E. Lee Fleck. 


Why Should We Pray? Matt. 7:7-11. 
Group Prayers? 2 Chron. 6:18-31. 

When Should we Pray? 1 Thess. 5:17. 
Revivals and Prayer? Acts 12:14; 21-3. 
How Should we Pray? Matt. 6:5-13. 
Prayers for Missions? Zech. 7:18-23. 

For What Should We Pray? Luke 11:13. 
‘Praise and Thanksgiving. Psalm 150. 

For Whom Should We Pray? Job 42:7-17. 
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Informal Prayer, Acts 16:9-18. 

Power in Prayer. Jas. 5:7-20. 

Special Prayers. Acts 12:5-12. 

“Helping Ourselves at God’s Table!” 

What Seek Ye? John 1:37-29. 

Are we Giants? Joshua 14:12. 

Christian Living. 2 Kings 2. 

Race of a Faith. Heb. 1231-2. 

Gift of Power! Acts 1:8. 

Strengthening Ourselves. 1 Kings 20:22-23. 

The Golden Age. Micah 4:1. 

Which is Important? Today? or the Day in 
a Coming Season? Mark 8:36. 

Why Open the Door to Jesus Christ NOW? 
Hebr. 3:7-11. 

Should we Stand Up for Our Beliefs? 
Romans 1:16. 

Is There a God? Romans 1:18-20. 


“The Model Student’, by S. J. Patterson. 


Daniel 1:1-21 . 

. Background: family and prospects. 

. Change in prospects. 

. Winning an award. 

. School Days. 

. Purpose in Life. 

. Physical prowess. 

. Personality and behaviour. 

. Achievement Record— 
Class Records 
Extra-Curricular Records 

9. Efforts and aims. 

10. Moral Convictions. 

11. Religious Integrity. 

12. What did he do with All this? 


DBAYNAUN RON 


Take Your Church Service 
To Shut-Ins 


By Gary Bousman 
As I write these lines an elderly couple are 


_ listening to the sermon that I preached last 


Sunday. Not only that but they are going to 
hear the entire church service. They are sitting 
in their living room, 

Yesterday a young man, recuperating from 
an operation, listened to the service in his 
hospital room. Tomorrow an aged lady, who 
until recently never missed a Sunday from 
church, will have her own church service 
brought to her home. 

For those who cannot come to church, the 
church is brought to them. It is done by means 
of a wire recorder. 

Each Sunday morning I place the recorder 
under the pulpit. The microphone is on the 
ulpit. I turn on the machine when the service 
ane and turn it off just after the benediction. 

The entire service is recorded and can be 
played back within fifteen minutes after the 
setvice. The reproduction is clear and, as one 
lady said, “It’s just like tuning in the radio 
and hearing my own church on the air.” 

Unlike making a “disc”, there is no 
complicated or cumbersome machinery to 
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operate. The same machine records and plays 
back. It is as light as a portable typewriter and 
as easy to operate as a radio. 

The machine which we have cost about one 
hundred and fifty dollars. It will soon pay for 
itself in advertising. (Already one family has 
been enlisted in the church membership through 
this medium.) 

The operating expense is next to nothing. 
Our three spools of wire cost about eight 
dollars. The same wire is used over and over. 
There is little wear and tear on the wire, and 
if it breaks, it can be tied together in a few 
seconds. 

I utilize my flower committee and some of 
the deacons to help transport the recorder from 
one home to another. I do my share of carrying 
it around as I make my calls. 

We also use the machine to record weddings. 
Already two couples have had their wedding 
services recorded and transferred to records. 
They speak highly of the idea. 

In addition, our choir can hear their anthems 
and are able to detect their faults. But no one 
appreciates the machine more than I do. I am 
getting more than one hundred fifty dollars 
worth of speech criticism. 


Lincoln’s Philosophy 
and America 


This’ suggestion is for a young people's 
group, in memory of Lincoln. Patriotic hymns 
and songs, marches, etc., are appropriate, The 
part taken by the young people may be part of 
a regular Vesper or Evening Service, or a 
special service, with all parts taken by members 
of the young people’s group. 

The young people who are to emphasize 
“Lincolnia” may be seated in the pews just 
outside the chancel, or in the choir section of 
the chancel. A young man, impersonating 
Lincoln, will enter and be seated well to the 
front of the church, and at a given time, the 
leader (pastor or young person) will call 
attention to the presence of the visitor, and ask 
him to speak to them, or offer prayer. After 
some hesitation, the visitor will arise and walk 
up to the leader, who addresses the group of 
young people with a simple statement that the 
visitor would like to know what they have to 
teach him about life, such as the meaning of 
character, integrity, faith in God, brotherhood 
of man, etc., and promptly one young person 
_ afises, saying, “Since we are observing the 
birthday of one of our American Heroes, let 
us say what we know about him, and his way 
of looking at life.” Leader nods, and the person 
who made the suggestion, proceeds asking for 
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statements from the group, who promptly 
respond with brief statements about Lincoln, 
not mentioning the name, but referring to him 
as ‘This American!” 

When the comments are concluded, the 
leader asks the visitor (Lincoln) if he will” 
add a word or two, before the next hymn, and ~ 
the visitor says, that the young people have — 
learned their lesson on true citizenship well, 
and adherence to the ideals expressed will bring ~ 
greater and greater responsibilities to a 


EE 


nation, in the service of the world of nations, 
and Almighty God. (The visitor then returns 
to his seat in the audience, but later takes part 
in a brief prayer.) 

The schedule for the service continues, but” 
the visitor leaves as quietly as he entered. 
Before the Benediction, the leader asks the 
audience to stand in prayer, and as a part of 
his prayer, thanks Almighty God for the : 
privilege of having been reminded of the great” 
and abiding principles of Abraham Lincoln’s 
life, and his service to the world of men, by — 
having him attend the service as impersonated 
by (give name). | 

(If there isa fellowship hour, following the 
service, Lincoln will attend as the guest of 
honor, and there may be more anecdotes about 
Lincoln and his era in our history, and someone 
will recite the Gettysburg address. Of course, 
there should be plenty of singing of familiar 
songs) .—Religious Telescope. 


: 
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Lincoln 


A king of men, a soul as tall as truth, 

A statesman far of sight, of patience vast; 
He drew his wisdom from the hoary past, 
And yet his wisdom was as fresh as youth; 
He was a man of power—but to the end 
Was ever man more valiant as a Friend? 


as ee ee ee, 


q 
A Friend who knew the-bitter pang of loss, 
Who felt the still increasing weight of care; 
"Twas not that he had lighter loads to bear, 
That he could take another’s heavy cross: , 
Because his heart was kind, he could not save — 
Himself from any cross his friendship gave. 


The ages shall bespeak wide fame for him 
Who saved his nation from the traitor’s curse; 
His i ees shall. call for bronze and 

go 5 
His deeds to tell, his teachings to rehearse: 
But, till the day when earth and life shall end, 
The years that come and go shall call him. 

Friend. a 


“Socialism,” shouted the street orator, “can put 
a new coat on evety man.” - , 
“Salvation,” shouted I, “can put a new man 
every coat, and that’s more important.’—War Cry. 
pete: 


~ 
. 


idiant Heating Installation in 
assiah Lutheran Church, 
‘nver, Colorado 


Profiting by the rapidly increasing accessibil- 
of first-hand information on previous in- 
lations of radiant heating systems in 
urch Buildings, as well as in public and 
nmercial structures, the Pastor and Building 
mmittee of Messiah Lutheran Church, Den- 
, Colorado, chose RADIANT HEATING 
- their new building. 
The wrought iron pipe system, recommended 
the architect, Raymond Harry Ervin, and 
ating engineers, Marshall & Johnson, is 
ywn here before being imbedded in concrete 
- the floor. 
Heating coils are 1-inch pipe fed by 11/-inch 
d 2-inch mains. The heating engineers incor- 


two reasons: 1. The economy of a uniformly 
distributed heat at low level in auditoriums 
with high ceilings. 2. The improvement in 
cleanliness which reduces the frequency of 


yrated some original ideas and controls in 
ying out the system. 

Heating contractor for Messiah Lutheran 
hurch, Denver, is Midwest Plumbing and 
eating Company; John H. Cys Construction 
ompany is general contractor. 

‘Churches are reported to have adopted 
ADIANT HEATING to a greater percentage 
tent than any other class of installation, for 
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cleaning and redecorating church walls and 
ceilings. 

In a coming issue of The Expositor, we plan 
to provide readers, especially those now en- 
gaged in devising plans for Church Building 
projects, with the interesting story and illus- 
trations of the complete restoration of a 200- 
year-old Maryland Church, including wrought 
iron heating coils imbedded in the floor. 
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Equipment for Maintenance 
of Floors, Carpets, Upholstery 


HILD floor and upholstery cleaning equip- 
ment, with patented ““Shower-feed”” brush, 
accepted so whole-heartedly by hotels, hospitals, 
schools, institutions, during the strenuous wat 
years and later when maintenance help was 
scarce, is now available for use in the average 


As a visitor to the Hild Floor Machine Com- 
pany, you will be able to inspect the equip- 
ment, witness a demonstration of the Floor 
Machine in operation on the type of flooring, 
carpeting, or upholstery for which you are 
seeking maintenance equipment, and your ques- 
tions about costs, care, new parts, etc., will be 
welcomed. 


This is the new home of the Hild Floor Machine Company 
740 West Washington Blvd., Chicago 6, Illinois 


Church, due to the construction of stream- 
lined, well-lighted factory space and assembly 
lines; modern testing equipment; demonstra- 
tion rooms, and office facilities. 


Hild Display Room, a giant size “Show Case” 

where equipment for floor, carpeting, and uphol- 

stery is arranged on inlaid samples of various 
types of flooring. 


_ Well lighted Hild Demonstration Room, where 
visitors may witness in comfort the shampooing 
of tacked-down carpeting on location, the cleaning 
of upholstered pieces, or cleaning of various types 

of flooring. ’ : 
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Requests for catalogs and information by 


mail, regarding the equipment here shown, 
will be welcomed by competent office person- 
nel at the Hild Floor Machine Company. 


: 
2 


N 


The Hild Floor Machine with patented 
“Shower-Feed”’ Brush. a 


therhood Week 
ruary 19-26, 1950 


ased on the proclamation in the Declara- 
of National Independence, made by our 
nding Fathers, that “All men are created 
wl! and are endowed by their Creator with 
in unalienable rights,” February 19 to 26 
been designated as National Brotherhood 
k, when all people are given an opnortu- 
to bear witness to the common Fatherhood 
30d and the brotherhood of man both in 
1 and in deed. 

he United Council of Church Women, 
‘Id Missions, will observe its World Day of 
er on Friday, February 24, 1950, as a part 
the observance of National Brotherhood 
*k. The Council usually observes World 
of Prayer on the first Friday in Lent. 
xpositor readers who have not already 
ived the folder of suggestions on editorials, 
trations, speeches, etc., from the National 
ference, Commission on Religious Organi- 
yns, 381 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, 
Y., should request the folder from Wilbur 
Roe, Jr. 


> Divine Treasury 


_ leaflet describing the forthcoming inter- 
onal film, The Divine Tragedy, the public 
of Our Lord against a background of the 
nic age, was received today. The producer, 
are advised, is Viscount Georges de la 
ndiere, who has to his credit an earlier 
, Monsieur Vincent, with which some 
lers may be familiar. 

he cost of promoting “The Divine 
yedy”” is estimated at $2,200,000, of which 
unt $1,000,000 is being raised by public 
cription in various countries; the American 
ta is $300,000. 

or detailed information about the Film, The 
ine Tragedy, please write to The Hon. 
sh Gibson, 22 East 47th Street, New York 
New York, phone Plaza 9-7488. 


> Hope of Man - - - PEACE! 


eace on earth, goodwill toward men is the 
old hope. ae ; 

That is goodwill toward men? It is more 
| words, more than good resolutions, more 
_ tolerance of others. 

oodwill is Decency in Action! 

is vigorous insistence on Fair Play, for 
yone, regardless of his race or his creed 
olor. | . | 
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Goodwill is a positive respect for the other 
fellow—for his rights, his religion, his culture, 
and his point of view. 

It is the Spirit of Justice which gives to each 
minority its due, and defends it against all 
mean attacks and falsehoods. 

It is the Courage to stand up against those 
who would deny to our minorities the chance 
to take full part in the democratic life of this 
community. 

Goodwill, in short, is a Living Force, which 
unifies and heals and purges men of their 
intolerance. 


Without it there can be no peace on earth. 


With it we may yet fulfill the age-old hope 
of man. 


—Reprinted from Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
“School Bulletin” and NEA Journal. 


” 


“In Nomine . 


Are we aware how frequently the liturgy refers to 
the Holy Trinity? It is in the Name of the Triune 
God that the communion service is begun; the three 
persons are magnified in the Gloria Patri; the three- 
fold Kyrie is a reminder of the trinitarian godhead. 
The Gloria in Excelsis repeats the thought once 
more. The collect always speaks of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. The three articles of the Creed 
are brief statements of what we believe about each 
person. The world ‘Holy’ at the beginning of the 
Sanctus is repeated thrice. The Agnus Dei is three- 
fold, and so is the Benediction. 

A similar emphasis, though not so pronounced; 
is to be found in Matins and Vespers. Gloria Patri 
occurs at least three times, and there is the apostolic 
blessing. The Church never wearies of teaching us, 
through constant repetition, that the God whom we 
worship is “three distinct persons in one divine 
essence,” 

To some, it is to be feared, all this means very 
little when applied to the practical problems of 
every-day living,—yet, those problems are to be 
solved only in the light of the revelation of God as 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. The teaching of 
Trinity Sunday is the tremendous assertion that all 
activity of the ineffable God is concentrated on the 
salvation of human souls. It is the Father who 
called our race into being, that we might enjoy His 
fellowship forever. It is the Son who restored us 
to that fellowship, when we had lost it through sin. 
It is the Holy Spirit who works constantly to bring 
home the truths of the Gospel to us; He is with 
us to restore the lost image of the divine. 


Here is the answer to the basic questions— 

Where have we come from? 

Why ate we here? : ele 

What God’s purpose is in our individual lives. — 
—Redeemer Record, St. Paul, Minn. 


He who learns of the message of Salvation as 
taught by Jesus, and fails to apply the teaching 
in everyday living, is like the man who toils in his 
fields, but fails to sow seeds in anticipation of a 


_ later harvest. 
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Text: Matt. 16:18. Upon this rock... 


RIEND Will is a lapidary. On an expe- 
dition into Central Washington, he and 
I gathered many specimens of petrified 
wood and other rocks of ancient origin. Later, 
he wrote, “Remember the battered, ill-shaped 
stone you picked up from the floor of Squaw 
Greek? I found in the heart of it a nice paper 
weight which I am sending for your desk.” 
The neatly polished, rectangular slab was of 
blended agate and garnet, passing through 
shades of dark to light gray, streaked with red, 
yellow, and pyrite. It differed so greatly from 
the jagged tock of a few weeks ago that only 
confidence in my friend’s art enabled me to 
believe the elegant paper weight I held was a 
part of the stone picked up in that dry water- 
course. 

Admiring the gift, I came to realize that the 
quality within that stone, together with the 
imagination of the artist, had determined what 
had come forth from the heart of the ancient 
rock. The paper weight within the fragment 
would have remained forever hidden, save for 
the skill of the man with lathe and polishing 
wheel. A layman in the. field might imagine 
a figure, but lacking skill, fail to bring it to 
reality. On the other hand, one might visualize 
within the stone, a statue of beauty, but upon 
applying saw and wheel, discover the material 
to be crumbly shale, unfit for shaping accord- 
ing to the workman’s will. 

When Michelangelo was a struggling young 
artist, he was given an immense and awkwardl 
shaped rock which had baffled the skill of 
contemporaries for more than forty years. En- 
vious fellow-sculptors secretly hoped that the 
youthful one would fail to bring forth any- 
thing significant out of the perplexing stone. 
But the science and skill of the young genius 
enabled him to create out of the unwieldy 


First Methodist Church 
Seattle, Washington 
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IN THE HEART OF 
A ROCK 


ERLE HOWELL 


object his statue of the Boy David, which not 
only won acclaim from his colleagues, but has 
stood the test of criticism of the world’s most 
learned judges of art for more than 400 years, 

While Michelangelo won renown by putting 
life into stone, that life was only symbolical, 
Of whatever consequence, because of that 
which they signify, the figures carved by th 
great artist may be, they remain inanimate rock, 

The master stroke of the ages was accom: 
plished, not by human artist working with 
chisel and stone, but by the divine Creatot 
who, according to Genesis, took dust and, shap 
ing it into human form, “breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became 4 
living soul.” This achievement is not just a bi 
of symbolism, a figure of speech, but reality. 
Otherwise, how may one explain the perpetu 
animation of that bit of clay which is humai 
flesh ? ~ 
The classical Scriptural accomplishment o 
spiritual regeneration took place in the life of 
humble fisherman, Simon Peter, otherwis 
known as the Rock. Hidden underneath a ctud 
exterior, this man possessed qualities capable 
of being shaped into an instrument of righ 
eousness, in the hands of a loving Father. 

Jesus found him on the Sea of Galilee. 
Lord’s trained spiritual eye, penetrating th 
soul of the impetuous man, and discerning 
there qualities of potential character, com 
manded, “Follow me, and I will make you 
fisher of men.” This was a sizable order. Only 
Jesus could have seen the capacity to becom 
an apostle of human redemption in the fisher 
man of Galilee, and no one but Christ pos 
sessed the transforming skill to bring him inte 
the full exercise of his powers. Yet from th 
day they met until the crucifixion, Peter failec 
his Lord in every crucial test. °, Se 

Jesus would teach Peter to exercise faith 
and the fisherman often loudly proclaimed hi 
confidence in the Master. Then came the tim 
of crisis when the genuineness of the disciple’ 


-f must be measured. By night the twelve 
> alone in a ship, upon the sea. A storm 
atened to send the vessel to the bottom. 
terrified disciples saw a shape walking upon 
water. Simon, first to recognize the Lord, 
d that he be permitted to meet Him, also 
cing upon the waves. When Jesus complied, 
man was so overwhelmed that, faith failing, 
egan to sink. Calling out, “Lord save me,” 
man was rescued from the deep.~His faith 
-d, Simon, not only failed to believe, but 
looked his capacity to help himself. In 
y Testament accounts of other incidents, it 
ecorded that Peter plunged from his boat 
swam ashore. He was therefore un- 
btedly a good swimmer, but in the moment 
tial, he not only found faith lacking, but 
rot his ability to swim. 
esus sought to cultivate in His friend the 
it of humility. But when the question of 
ty was raised, Peter loudly boasted that 
ough others should fail, he would remain 
J. Sensing uncertainity beneath the swag- 
ng protest, the Master warned the fisher- 
1 that before morning he would deny his 
d. And it was true. 
esus spent three years seeking to impart the 
it of peace to His followers. But when, led 
Judas Iscariot, the Roman soldiers placed 
Lord under arrest, the wavering disciple 
ed to catch the example of peace set by his 
ster. When the Son of God refused to be 
htened or provoked into retaliation, Peter 
w his sword to make war. 
"he Master would teach Simon the alertness 
prayer. Entering Gethsemane, He instructed 
followers to watch and pray while He 
it deeper into the garden to make inter- 
ion alone. After the battle of His spirit 
_ won, He returned to find Peter asleep. 
t was the purpose of Christ to make of 
er a man of courage. In the high priest's 
se, when Jesus was questioned by members 
he Sanhedrin, one asked the fisherman if he 
were not of the Lord’s company. Cowed 
ore the inquiry, cursing and swearing, Peter 
lared that he knew nothing of the man. 
‘ephas had opportunity to reveal his strength 
Character, but when Jesus, with cross on 
back, was led to Golgatha, Peter, weakly 
owing afar off, allowed his Lord to be put 
jeath without a word of protest. 
the development of the man, Jesus had seen 
de the rock, was none too encouraging. 
the Lord never lost sight of that image, 
did He allow to waver His faith in its 
mate realization. When Simon denied his 
d in the high priest’s house, Jesus looked 
yn him with an expression of love and un- 


mary, 1950. 


derstanding that seemed to say, “ O Peter, the 
flesh, the will, and the spirit of man are weak. 
But I understand, and shall give you another 
chance.” That glance of the Master sent His 
unfaithful disciple out into the night, weeping 
bitterly, to repent in solitude. 

After the resurrection, on the shore of Gali- 
lee, questioning Peter as to his love and, being 
assured that the man had not forgotten his 
devotion, Jesus commanded him to feed His 
sheep, thus assuring the disciple that his Lord 
had not given him up. 

In the upper room, on the day of Pentecost, 
Peter, with others, received the Holy Spirit 
promised by their Master only ten days ago. 
Out upon the streets, the newly empowered 
men raised such a tumult of praise for God 
that the citizens of Jerusalem accused them of 
drunkenness. Full of the Spirit, Peter spoke to 
the crowd, declaring their enthusiasm to be of 
God, and accusing the Jews of crucifying the 
Lord, the new-born man called upon them to 
believe in the Lord Christ, repent, be baptized 
and share in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Those who believed that day, and were added 
to the church, numbered 3,000. Not only had 
Peter become a man after Christ’s own heart, 
but he had spoken words that had led to meet 
the conditions to enable them, likewise, to be 
transformed. 

The rock picked up from the floor of Squaw 
Creek was powerless to control its own destiny. 
The imagination and skill of friend Will, was 
enough to shape it as he would. Therefore, to 
induce the uncomely rock to yield the elegant 
paper weight was a comparatively easy task. 
But to make a Christian man out of a pagan is 
far mote complicated, Men, being free moral 
agents, have the right to choose. The Great 
Sculptor will not shape a man against his will. 
Whatever capacity for spiritual service Christ 
may see in a soul, its realization must wait the 
surrender of the will to God. 

On the day of Pentecost, Peter said, ‘‘Re- 
pent,” meaning, ‘“Give up rebellion against the 
Father, and yielding your wills, work with Him 
in the name of Jesus.” Only as men work in 
harmony with His will can God use them to 
accomplish His purpose. 

This thing happened not only in ancient 
times. It takes place in the hearts of men in the 
church today. Those who served self for years, ~ 
have awakened to realize their lost condition, 
and, fleeing to Christ, have yielded themselves 
to serve His cause. Doing so, they have given 
Him a chance to grind the dross and ugliness 
out of their lives, and make them sweet, con- 
secrated, and selfless servants of the matchless | 
Lord. 
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A MAN’S WORTH 


S. EDWARD YOUNG 


1 Corinthians 3:21, 23 “All things are yours 
and ye are Christ's and Christ is G Odsiti 


AN is a strange animal | begirt with 
mystery and accident, writes Macneile 


sem DYDCavne 


daman Islander, an African pigmy or an Egyp- 
tian Pharoah, a Chinese coolie or an English 
gentleman, a St. Thomas Acquinas or an Ivan 
the Terrible. You are ushered into the world 
in the Stone Age, the fifth or fifteenth century, 
the child of half-witted parents or of Viking 
breed .. . You inherit according to the accident 
of birth, a family feud, a belief in Voodoo, and 
a whole string of fantastic fetishes or a Chris- 
tian creed of love and charity . . . You are 
exposed as an infant in ancient Sparta, or die 
in middle life bitten by a poisonous snake in 
India, or collect an old age pension in America 
.... One of a million, million possible lots 
is yours.” Such is man. 

Now there ate those who, cast by strange 
lot into a strange world, go through life con- 
tent with its mystery never hunting for the 
meaning of life, never confronting the cosmos 
asking, “what is the purpose of life which if 
I fulfill I am a success, unfulfilled, I am a 
failure?’ They are like the little boy trudging 
along a country road with a cat-rifle over his 
shoulder who when asked by a passer by, 
“What are you hunting, Buddy?” replied, “I 
don’t know sir. I ain’t seen it yet.” 

There are more curious souls than these, 
however, who know what they are hunting. 
They are hunting for a philosophy of life that 
can answer the questions, “What is a man’s 
worth? What is the final criterion by which a 
man’s worth or worthlessness is measured, his 
success or failure?” 

For multitudes it is a financial criterion. A 
man is worth what he possesses. How much is 
Jones worth? Well, he must be worth almost 
a million by now. 

What a tragic estimate of a man’s worth that 
is. It is a way of saying that man is an animal 
whose worth is according to the value of the 
fur on his back. It is also a futile estimate. The 
man dies and as he cannot take his riches with 
him, his worth expires with his breath. Alex- 
ander the Great, seeing Diogenes looking at- 
tentively at a large collection of human bones 
piled one upon another, asked the philosopher 


» First Presbyterian Church 
Troy, New York 
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“You are born and no reasons_ 
given, a man of woman, an Arab or an An- 


', = 


what he was looking for. “I am searching,” 
said Diogenes, “for the bones of your father, 
but I cannot distinguish them from the bones 
of his slaves.” How depressing to judge human 
worth in terms of material possessions, for if 
is to conclude a man’s worth in a grave Ob 
bones, where the rich and the poor become 
indistinguishable. 

What is the criterion of a man’s success 0 
failure, his worth or worthlessness ? isychoa 
answers, the degree to which he adjusts hi 
self to himself and to his environment. A man‘ 
success is measured by how happy he is. The 
goal of life is to become a well integratec 
personality able to take rebuff without anger, 
adversity without defeat, trouble without fear. 

To some degree this is also the criterion o 
success that education preaches. It dangles the 
hope of culture before the perspiring pupil as 
a way of learning to enjoy himself. It offers 
literature and art and music as a way of em: 
ploying our leisure hours more happily. Happi 
ness, that’s the criterion of human life! The 
happy man is the successful man. 7 

Yet there is a haunting shallowness abou 
such a measure of success or failure, worth of 
worthlessness. A newspaper reporter went 
visit the oldest inhabitant in the village whe 
was celebrating his birthday. “Tell me’, said 
the reporter chattily, ‘“‘what would you dé 
differently if you could live all over again?” 
There was a long silence while the old time 
appeared to be deep in thought. “I think,’’ he 
said seriously, “I would part my hair in the 
middle.” Make such contentment with onesel 
and one’s lot the final criterion of human suc 
cess or failure, worth or worthlessness, and 
your criterion has no depths, or heights, of 
breadth. Surely there is an end to life mor 
significant than the contentment that wouk 
change only the way we part our hair. : 

Pascal, on the other hand, mathematician 
and philosopher of the 17th century and or 
of the fathers of the science of hydrodynamics 
set up this criterion-of human worth. Said 
Pascal, ““A man is worth what he is worth t 
God, no more, no less.” We interpret tha 
phrase “worth to God” in terms not of how 
God prizes and loves men but in terms of hoy 
much a man does for God. I think I under 
stand Pascal’s argument. If the worth of | 
machine is the measure in which it produce 
for the hand that created it; if the worth of 
boat is how well it serves the hand that bui 
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worth of a man is measured by how well 
tves the God who created him and 
ed into him the breath of life. 
miah pictures God as a Potter and Israel 
clay. And the vessel that the Potter made 
y was marred . . . so he “made again 
sr vessel as seemed good to the Potter to 
it.” No doubt this little marred vessel, 
discarded on a waste heap, wanted to 
a vehement complaint. -“Hold’ on a 
nt Mr. Potter, I am a value; clay has a 
on the market; I have financial worth. 
on a moment, I like myself as I am: I 
well adjusted personality. Don’t. cast me 
’ The protest is of no avail. The Potter 
- pleased with the vessel. He makes unto 
elf another vessel as seems good to the 
- to make it. That is His privilege. A 
is worth what it is worth to its maker. 
lore, no less. 
e is God created and is thus measured 
stewardship to God. Any other criterion 
e final worth of man is fundamentally 
tic. If life on this earth were mere chance, 
a product of blind force beating against 
then it would be possible to find the 
are of a man’s worth in his material pos- 
ms, or in how happily he burns incense 
himself, but such a measure of man’s 
1 can never be the measure of the man 
says, “I believe in God the Father 
ghty, Maker of heaven and earth...” A 
is worth what he does for God, no more, 
5S. 
me further then, and see at least two 
in which we can measure our worth to 


man serves God to the extent that he 
s God’s world. Christians ought not to 
irst about a man, “what’s his income,” 
ather, “what’s his charity?’’ What causes 
he support and how generously? The 
ion is not how big is his home but how 
is his heart? I knew a man with a big 
>. When you read his biography in ‘Who's 
,’ it sounded like a most successful life. 
his heart was so small that I am sure you 
| have balanced it on a pin point. He died 
heart trouble as I remember. I suspect it 
because his own blood could not get 
igh that wizened little thing on his left 
That man a success! On the contrary he 
one of the greatest failures I have ever 
m. Doing little or nothing for God’s 
d, he failed his stewardship to God. The 
isticated of this earth have a sneer in 
hearts when they talk about a man being 
y Scout, but the Scout movement 1s more 
und than we give it credit for when it 
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joins together reverence for God, and doing 
daily a good turn to man. 

Should we Christians ask first of a man, “how 
happy are you?” or should we ask rather, “how 
discontent has your conscience made you with 
how little you are doing to leave the world 
fairer than you found it?’ Said a magazine 
about a type of person, “He lives in every 
rural neighborhood and in every city block. 
Often he is a competent, industrious and 
thrifty person. His place is well kept. When 
not at work he is usually to be found at home. 
He pays his taxes but does not vote, He at- 
tends church but will not work in it. He goes 
to lodge but he will not hold office. His chil- 
dren go to school but he will not take part in 
school meetings. He believes in world brother- 
hood but does not promote it. He minds that 
little part of his business which lies within his 
own fences, but let something go wrong or 
displease him in the conduct of that greater 
part of his business which is everybody's busi- 
ness and he will squeal like a pig under a 
gate.” Neat, prosperous, thrifty that man is yet 
a failure. He is not of worth to God, because 
he is of such little worth to God’s children and 
to God’s world. 

The next time we are out in a large assembly 
and the speaker is dull, we might pass the time 
most interestingly by looking over the crowd 
with this criterion. How much is this man’s 
worth to God? What does he do for God by 
serving God’s children? That man up at the 
head table, stuffed shirt and pompous with a 
diamond stick pin on his tie, may become by 
such criterion a man of shabby worth, while 
another, clothes unpressed, outside the social 
scale, may be by such criterion, among the 
most successful of the earth. Life is steward- 
ship and a man is worth what he does for God, 
no more, no less. 

Finally, a man is worth to God to the degree 
that by his life among us he makes us more 
aware of God. How often faces symbolize 
something. I have seen faces that remind me 
of the typical sergeant in the Army. I have 
seen faces that typified the bloated capitalist of 
another century, and one man I met so typified 
John Barleycorn that I almost slipped and 
called him that, And there are faces and lives 
that somehow make men preoccupied with the 
political right and the political left, remember 
that there is also an Above. A child whose ex- ° 


perience with saints consisted of seeing them on 


stained glass windows in church, when asked 
to define a saint replied, “A saint is a person 
that the light shines through.” If that light is 
God’s light, there isn’t a much better definition 
of a saint than that, a person that the light of 
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God shines through. A minister said the other 
day about a mutual friend, “His life is a bene- 
diction’. You cannot call a man a success 1n 
any more fundamental terms than that. Sitting 
the other day at a large table of men, I could 
not help but observe how differently, different 
personalities contribute to life. One man con- 
tributed to life a chip on his shoulder. When 
he had a conversational opening you could 
feel the rest of us getting on guard. Another 
contributed to life his prejudices, as strong’ as 
they were senseless. Another contributed the 
heavy handed seriousness of a plodding humor- 
less man. But there was another at the table 
that contributed to life a cleanness, a sweetness 
that did something to you deep inside. Rising 
from the table one could say of him what 
another said of his friend, “Music I heard 
with you was more than music, and bread I 
broke with you was more than bread.” 

“Through such souls alone 

God, stooping, shows sufficient of His light 

For us in the dark to rise by.” 

Such men are of worth to God. 

Let us clinch this whole matter not by end- 
less illustrations but with one Life that has 
made the greatest impact upon the generations 
of men. What was the success of Jesus? Well, 
He served God’s world. ‘““He came not to be 
ministered unto but to minister.’ From His 
life men have drawn the inspiration to establish 
institutions of charity, and of learning, to 
found governments granting freedom to men. 
He left the world infinitely fairer than He 
found it. 

Wherein lay the success of the Master? By 
His life and death He uniquely gave the world 
a nearer sense of God’s presence. ‘He that 
hath seen me, hath seen the Father.”’ By Pas- 
cal’s measurement Jesus stands the gigantic 
figure of all human history. “A man is worth 
what he is worth to God.” 

By such a measurement what is our worth 
today? Let each man face that honestly and in 
prayer. Wrote Paul, to the Corinthians, “All 
things are yours.’ He was talking about schools 
of thought but it might be enlarged to in- 
clude material possessions also. Certainly it can 
be said of us Americans as of no other people 
on the face of the earth today, “All things are 
yours.”” But then Paul goes on to state man’s 
creaturehood that lays upon him the responsi- 
. bilities of stewardship. “All things are yours 
.. . and ye are Christ’s and Christ is God’s.” 
The measure of our worth is how much we are 
God’s man. 


All men, regardless of color or station in life, can 
becomes vehicles through which Christianity per- 
vades their surroundings. 
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LIVING WHER 
HE LIVED 


FRANK R. SNAVELY 


> 
S 


“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, if 
man will come after me, let him deny himsel 
and take up his cross, and follow me.” (Ma 
thew 16:24) 


A he significant fact for Christians is 
if Jesus had not borne His cross W 
would never be called upon to caf 
ours. Since He did, we may conclude that 
never asks us to do anything which He wo 
not do Himself. The task He has set for } 
was carved out in His own life. He suffer 
indecision in. the Garden of Gethsemane b 
He overcame His hesitance in striving to 4 
complish the will of His Father. Througho 
His life He never abandoned His divine mi 
sion. He manifested His religion in all phas 
of life. Having made it possible for us, E 
commands us to follow Him. | 

We are often called upon to hearken to tf 
will of God in our Gethsemanes. God's wi 
must encircle the whole of our lives. We @ 
to live with Jesus and not follow Him af 
off. However, we are sometimes like the mé 
who was listening to Jesus teach His discipl 
about the new way of life. This man sto@ 
up with glowing eyes and beating pulse am 
cried, “Jesus, I am going to follow thee, bi 
wait just a minute, I’ve got to go home af 
first bury my dead.’’ Often we enthusiastical 
cry, ‘Jesus, I want to follow thee, but we 
a minute, here is something more importa 
that I must attend to first.” Instead of beif 
like Isaiah, who said to the Lord, ‘‘Here am 
send me,” we ate in the predicament of Ada 
and Eve, in the Garden, with God callin 
“Where art thou?” 

According to the biblical records only o 
man has ever carried the actual cross of Jest 
He was Simon, the Cyrenian from Africa. 1 
considering what Simon did, I cannot help b 
wonder how he reacted to the burden of 
cross. I wonder if his emotions, his sen 
ments, were aroused when the wood touch 
his back. I wonder if for a moment he look 
into Jesus’ eyes as he knelt to pick up t 
cross. Men had looked into Jesus’ eyes befa 
and had the whole pattern of their li 
changed. I wonder if Jesus spoke to Simor 
they walked forward together, and if He ¢ 
what was it He said? . 


Gainesboro Methodist Church 
Gainesboro, Tennessee 


atever the answer to these speculations 
e, the significant fact for the Christian 
t if the Golgatha event had not taken 
there would be no way of life that would 
“men from their decadent existence. To 
pate in this great hope of mankind we 
dden by Christ to follow Him. To know 
we have to start at Bethlehem, and work 
‘ay up, step by step, to the very height 
gotha. He commanded, “Follow thou 
Follow in every teaching, in every com- 
prot in every portrayal of love that He 
ted. 

k Twain is supposed to have said, “Every- 
talks about the weather, but no one does 
ng about it.” The weather's parallel in 
ian conversation is the much-discussed 
of Christ, but few do anything about it. 
alk about taking the cross of Christ on 
1oulders when we don’t mean a word of 
e indicate by our actions that most of all 
ant Christ to keep His cross; we want 
of it. It looks all right in theory, up 
in a vague heaven, but when it comes 
to earth, to reality and practice, it is a 
nt story. 

we are to follow Jesus, we must appro- 
the religion that He had. One thing 
eligion did was to draw others within 
tcle of His love. He loved when He 
| Judas the cup and the bread, observing 
e while his guilt of betrayal. The love 
ed in His religion was so great that if 
inety-nine sheep were safe in the fold 
ne still missing, there would be a search 
at one. 

religion affected other people. So great 
lis faith in God that when He spoke it 
yith the authority of the Divine. There- 
nen turned to Him to satisfy the spiritual 
of their souls. 

daily life Christians are not generally 
suishable from non-Christians. Not so 
Jesus. The two men possessed with 
. coming out of the tombs at Gadara, 
out in recognition, “What have we to do 
thee, Jesus, thou Son of God?” In our 
life, as we face the choice of good and 
we should be recognized as sons of 
ters of God. : 
religion was so great that before the 
weary climb up the hill of Golgotha was 
Simon must have been glad that he was 
ig Jesus’ cross. 

> religion of Jesus must mark the indi- 
. According to Paul, one who has taken 
into his heart is made a ‘new man.” 
should be a world-shaking aspect about 
on who is a Christian. 


ry 1950 


It is an interesting thought, this possibility 
of the converted man and his new spirit. If 
there is any realm today left open to human 
progress, it is the realm of the human spirit. 
Perhaps this is not a new thought but a reiter- 
ation of what Jesus meant when He taught that 
the condition of the inner man was more im- 
portant to character building than any outside 
aspect. Too few of us are saints, nor do we 
travel the same path to conversion. Yet there 
is the realization that once we turn to follow 
Jesus, the greatest development in the world 
should take place in our lives. The new man 
in Christ is the greatest moving force in the 
world, as he helps to bring the Kingdom of 
God to earth. 

There is a “way” for the Christian to travel. 
To this end we must educate ourselves. The 
“new life” must be a living Sermon on the 
Mount. The Christian must learn that the life 
he gained at the altar can only be renewed by 
a personal communion with God. He must 
learn to exist outside himself by helping 
others. He must face the circumstances of life 
with faith. These experiences are involved in 
cross-carrying and in following Jesus. 

We must step where He stepped and live 
where He lived. There is no other way. 


~rE 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


Hearts and Pockets 


There is an old Persian legend which I like 
to tell at this time of the year, for it points 
out a little moral or lesson, which is good for 
young folks like us, and for older people too, 
especially during the days when we are just 
getting started upon a new year. It is a good 
story any time in the year, but especially good 
to start a year with. 

According to the story, there once was a 
king who was very ill with a sickness which 
baffled the doctors. None of them knew what 
had brought on the trouble or what kind of 
treatment the king should have to cure him of 
it. It was a very serious time in the palace 
of the king and, of course, he was very much 
worried, if not actually afraid, Bes 

Thinking to take his mind off of his sick- 
ness and to cheer him up a little, his Jester or 
Court Fool, was sent in to the sick-room in 
the hope that he could make the king laugh 
with his nonsense. 

When he found that he could not make the 
king laugh and that all his efforts were in 
vain, he began to make fun of the doctors and 
finally told the sick king that his illness was 
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not as serious as the learned doctors had said, 
and that if he could sleep just one night, or 
even part of one night in the shirt of a happy 
man, he would be cured. 

The king was so discouraged about his con- 
dition that he was willing to try anything, even 
a thing as foolish as sleeping in a happy man’s 
shirt. So he ordered his couriers to go out to 
hunt for a happy man and when they had 
found him, they were to buy his shirt and 
bring it to the sick-bed so the king might 
sleep in it. 

The couriers found the job which had been 
given them to do, was not as easy as they had 
expected it would be, for every place they went 
in their search they found unhappiness. Every 
man they talked with was unhappy about some- 
thing. And while they prolonged their seem- 
ingly hopeless search, the king kept getting 
worse and worse. 

After many weeks of hunting they heard of 
a happy man in a neighboring city, so they 
turned their steps in that direction, only to 
find, to their amazement when they located the 
happy man, that he was a pauper, who made 
his meager living by begging near the village 
bridge. 

Even so, they explained to him all about the 
king’s illness and their seeking a shirt owned 
by a happy man. They offered the pauper a 
sum of money which would make him a rela- 
tively rich man, if he would sell them one of 
his shirts to take back to the king. Being a 
loyal subject of the king, the pauper told them 
that he would be glad to give the king one of 
his shirts, if that could help him, but the fact 
was he had never owned a shirt. 

Of course, the story makes a point which is 
best indicated by St. Luke, when he writes, “A 
man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of 
the things which he possesseth.” 

Today, we are likely to judge a person by 
the kind of a car he drives, the lovely fur coat 
she wears, the size of the house they live in, 
and we ate wrong when we do, for it is not 
what a person wears on the outside that makes 
any difference but rather what he weats on 
the inside. That is what counts! The king 
had everything he wanted or could ask. Yet 

_he was not happy. The pauper, seemingly had 
nothing, yet he was happy. 

So, as we get under way in the new year, 
carry with you always the fact that life’s real 
values are found in the heart and not the 
pocket. 


Days Are Getting Longer 


It is really too soon, after the shortest day 
of the year, to begin to notice that the days 
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close to the camera, for when we focus 


are getting longer. But they are. I don’t mez 
they have more hours in them now, thé 
before, but they have more hours of sunligk 
You know, as winter comes on, the sun seen 
to be like the birds, going south for the winte 
and the farther south he gets the shorter o 
day-light hours become. When he is farthe 
south, our nights are very long and the st 
doesn’t rise until way after seven o'clock | 
the morning. ’ 

So, in the winter time, with the sun go 
south, we live during a time when the nigh 
are long and dark and the hours of light 4 
short. 

And that is a humble little parable, almo 
for the Light of Life which 1s Jesus Chri 
works exactly the same way. If we let Hi 
get far from us, we will find that we are livil 
in a long night of darkness. The nearer } 
stay to the Light, the brighter and more hel 
ful it is in helping us pick our way safe 
along over the road of life. . 

There are many, many places in the Bik 
which speak of the Light, but I know of no 
wotth more, as a motto, or memory verse- 
carry with us through life, than the first vet 
of the 27th Psalm, “The Lord is my light ai 
my salvation.” If you make Him your lig 
you can be sure He will be your salvation, te 
and you will not live in darkness. 


Focusing The Lens 


Did you ever take a picture with a camet 
If you did you will remember the little pie 
of glass in the front of the camera called t 
lens. It probably didn’t mean much to y 
when you took the picture, but a good lens 
what makes possible the making of good p 
tures and therefore it is very important. — 
there were no lens in a camera that came 
could not take pictures. : 

There are many things about lenses and t 
making and using of lenses which are ve 
interesting, but one of the most interesti 
things, and one we can all remember is 1 
fact that a lens has to be focused before 
can make a clear picture. If a lens is not 
focus, our picture will be all blurred: a 
useless. : : 

Most lenses are made so that they can 
moved in and out, to focus on things wh 
are close at hand, or on things off in the « 
tance. When we want to take a picture 
something which is near, we have to ext 
the lens as far as it will go, and when 
want to take a picture of something off in 
distance the lens has to be screwed away 
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thing near by, everything in the distance 
urred and when we focus on a distant 
‘t, everything up close is blurred. 
ow that sounds like a lot of technical data, 
0 earthly value to anyone but a camera- 
but it is just exactly what we do every 
of our lives whether we know it or not. 
cannot have the camera of our heart and 
focused upon material things, wealth and 
erty, as so many people have, without hav- 
he things of the spirit all blurred and out 
cus. If; on the other hand, we focus our 
yn our Lord and His suggestions and teach- 
we will find we are not thinking of 
ical wealth and possession at all. 
Ju see, in life, we are all rather much like 
Shotographer. We must focus our lenses 
- day. If we want a likeness of Christ, as 
xicture of our life, we have to focus our 
ght and attention on Him. If our interests 
nly to have things, we'll have to forget 
st and focus on them. We can’t have both. 
atthew put it this way, “No man can serve 
masters.” We can’t focus our camera of 
on two different subjects and get a clear 
and worthwhile picture of either. We 
to decide what kind of a life-picture we 
and then focus for it, or it will be badly 
ed and useless. 


er) 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


nquency 


ov. 22:6. “Train up a child in the way he 
Beet On. 5. 

hb. 6:1-4. “Bring them up in the nurture 
tdmonition of the Lord.” 


ie city councilmen of Eugene Oregon, 
ed that “when a child turns into a budding 
lar, the parents are responsible’’ according 
ssociated Press reports. And, the council 
-d up the decision by passing an ordinance 
the parents, not the child, should be 
hed. The punishment decided upon is up 
00.00 fine, or 100 days in jail for a parent 
-d responsible for conditions which have 
is child into delinquency. _ 

irder—or other serious crimes—would not 
under Eugene’s new parental delinquency 
ol. The new ordinance applies only to the 
offenses with which a child usually starts 
the delinquency career — petty _ thefts, 
derly conduct, and like misdemeanors. 
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Library.... 


It is not the collection 
but the selection that is 
determinitive 


ON WHOM THE SPIRIT CAME 


By Miles W. Smith. A delightful and 
scholarly book on the Acts. It stresses 
the effect of the Holy Spirit on the lives 
of the apostles and evangelists, especially 
inuthen lifes ot— Paulas ee ee $2.50 


A MAN CAN KNOW GOD 


By John Henry Strong. A religious ex- 
perience of the highest order awaits the 
reader of this sensitive volume with its 
compelling ‘‘affirmations of faith’. A 
Study rohm@itist tain lites, sass se eee $2.00 


450 STORIES FROM LIFE 


By Leonard R. Jenkins. Bright, sparkling 
and brief stories that illustrate some facets 
of daily Christian living. Delightful read- 
ing . . . contains a mine of illustrative 
FNS OY) eae ee eee ae Fata $2.50 


A BUNCH OF EVERLASTINGS 


By F. W. Boreham. Many teaders will 
rejoice that books of Dr. Boreham are 
again available. The book presents pas- 
sages that will live forever spoken by 
Chalmers, Luther and many others....$2.00 


FLAGELLANT ON HORSEBACK 


By Richard Ellsworth Day. This story 
of David Brainerd’s missionary work 
among the Indians awakens a new con- 
ception of “what it means to be like 
Ghat tS ae ae ot Pat Le ae $3.00 


At Your Bookstore or: 


THE JUDSON PRESS 


1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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Teaching Others 


Matt. 28:19. “Go ye, ... and teach all 
nations ...in the name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost,” 

The custom of the parent teaching the child 
is reversed in some areas of the world, not 
only because certain forms of teaching were 
undertaken after parents were burdened with 
work and cates, and could not take time to 
attend school, but because theories of teaching 
differ. Margaret Bro wrote in Christian Century 
some years ago that “the Chinese method in 
many areas requires each school child to take 
under tutelage one adult (perhaps a parent or 
grandmother) to whom he must daily pass on 
the lessons he learns at school. 

“The child is given no credit for his own 
arithmetic paper until he also brings his 
grandmother's (or other person whom he has 
undertaken to teach) paper; no credit for 
reading until his grandmother can read also; 
there is no graduation for the child unless the 
grandmother also is ready for graduation, after 
passing all examinations. Seriously administered, 
the system works. Conversely, if a Protestant 
church member, either parent or child, found 
himself without status in the church, until he 
could make genuine religious experience 
meaningful to a child or parent, religious 
education might take on a deeper meaning. We 
must first know that which we would pass on 
to others, hence the deeper significance of such 
a system.—(Ralph E. Valentine) 


Federations, or the Modern “Bloc” 


Asked which side he favors in the so-called 
“cold-war,” India’s Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru, speaking at Vancouver, B. C., Nov. 3, 
1949, was reported as saying: “It seems to me 
these are very crude questions and very naive 
questions” and continued that he does not 
intend to “tie” his newly-freed nation to any 
bloc in international power politics, saying 
“We cannot become just a camp follower. By 
keeping clear of entanglements, India holds the 
confidence of neighboring Asian countries, 
including Communist-plagued Burma, and is 
accepted as a disinterested adviser.” 

The Christian Church may find a seed of 
wisdom in Nehru’s statement. The Church of 
Jesus Christ stands “for the salvation of men” 
in every zone and climate on the face of the 
earth, and its mission among men is spreading 
the Gospel of Salvation. The Church of Jesus 
Christ is not “agin” this or that; it is “For 
salvation of men through Jesus Christ.” If the 
Church keeps that goal in mind, God will point 
the way. . 
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Rededication 

Isa. 6:8. “Here am I; send me.” 

Rey. Russell H. Stafford, D.D., who in 192 
became pastor of Old South Church, Boston 
had the honor of having his favorite hymn 
written by Frances Ridley Havergal, sung b 
the congregation during each anniversat 
observance of his ordination, as it was a 
integral part of his formal ordination service 
and served as a rededication annually— 

“Lord speak to me, that I may speak 
In living echoes of Thy tone! 


As Thou hast sought, so let me seek 
Thy erring children lost and Jone.” 


As the Midnight Wears Her Stars 
Hab, 3:19. “The Lord God is my strengt 
_.. and he will make me to walk upon min 
high places.” 
“Shall we grieve that we are older, 
If we stronger are, and bolder 
For our lives incessant warfare? 
Braver, too, to bear our scars? 
Not too lightly, and not loudly, 
Only silently and proudly 
Wearing marks of age and sorrow _ 
As the midnight wears her stars.” | 
These words were written by Mrs. Mat 
Lowe Dickinson, teacher and one of the te 
founders of the Order of the King’s Daughtet 
and Sons, and according to Sara F. Gugl 
author of the history of the organization, Mr 
Dickinson lived the words. 


The Unseen Hand 
Psa. 32:8. “I will instruct you and teach yo 

what is the road to take; I will give yo 

counsel, O humble soul.’ (Moffatt). 

The writer of the biography of Georg 
Matheson tells us that impaired eyesight an 
final loss of vision in young manhood limite 
the choice of a professional career. Mathese 
sought to study law, but circumstances change 
the course of his life. The biography tells u 
“that a striking resemblance exists in. th 
respect between the early years of Matheson 
life and those of Robertson of Brighto 
Robertson’s early ambition was to be a soldie 
Matheson’s, a barrister. An unseen har 
intervened in both cases and led these men in 
the Church. As Robertson’s early pieties marke 
him out for the career which he in the er 
was to follow, may we not see in yout 
Matheson, preaching, at the age of seve 
sermons to his family which caused them 
wonder that his choice of profession hi 
already been made at this early age, althou; 
he seemed altogether unaware of it for son 
years to come.” ~ 
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‘hese Signs Ye Shall 
w Them 


ark 16:17. “And these signs shall follow 
that believe; in my name shall they cast 
ra ' 

n Sisters, with their uniform of blue and 
d cross on their headdress, minister to the 
and needy in the Methodist mission at 
iondsey, one of the poorer sections of 
lon. 

vo boys stopped one of the Sisters, 
ding to Rev. J. E. Gilbert, and asked her 
€ were a nurse. When she replied that she 
hot a nurse, the boy studied the gold cross 
1¢ headdress, and said, ‘‘Then you must be 
of God's ladies.” : 


n’t We All? 


Cor, 12:6-10. “My grace is sufficient for 
| for my strength is made perfect in 
mess... . for when I am weak, then am 
ng.” 

a Short History of the English People’, 
ohn Richard Green, we find the reflection 
he observations of Paul, regarding his 
ical handicaps. The historian, Green, 
ed under unusual diffculties, handicapped 
Iness and weakness, but is reported to have 
i his tasks in heroic manner, and is quoted 
aving written, “I don’t grumble, for after 
uch a life is no obstacle to quiet writing, 
there comes sometimes a rush of energy 

longing to battle.’ The letter was 
luded with this signature, “Faithfully 
bly, weakly, dizzily, faintly, dreamily, 
J. RK. Green.” 


ziveness, As Seen 
a Child 


Thess, 5:15. “See to it that no one ever 
ys another with evil for evil.” (Weymouth) 
mother asked a five year old daughter, 
at do people mean when they say 
ive?” “It means you just think you are 
(angry) at someone, and then you aren't.” 
went's Magazine. 


Jays Ahead 


a. 95:1-11. “For he is our God; and we 
he people of his pasture, and the sheep of 
yand.’’ 

ne expressions of children often mirror 
is of timeless nature. A word or two 
times contains the wisdom of the Infinite. 
- is a brief incident which may lead us to 
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CARILLONIC 


Schulmerich — 


e OFFERS Carillon instruments 
of from one to sixty-one notes 
suited to every church’s needs. 


e OFFERS every type of automatic 
device for playing “‘Carillonic 
Bells”’ with swinging and tolling 
effects of one or more notes. 


e OFFERS a fully modern roll- 
player that reproduces hand- 
played selections punched on 
durable plastic. 


e OFFERS an unqualified two- 
year guarantee on any complete 
installation. 


These are @ few important 
reasons why more than 1,000 
churches of all denominations 
throughout the world have 
installed Schulmerich instru- 
ments—and why you should 
consult us when you consider bells. 


Write to 


SCHULMERICH ELECTRONICS, INC. 
191 CARILLON HILL, SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


ee $$ 
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understand that mankind shall emerge from the 
clouds, shadows, and confusion of the present 
day, and welcome a glad tomorrow. ; 
Willie was having his first ride in a railway 
train, and there was continuous astonishment 
at the succession of changes and wonders. At 
one point, the train rounded a slight bend and 
with a shriek of the engine whistle plunged 
into a tunnel along the roadbed. There were 
gasps of surprise from Willie’s corner. 
Suddenly, as the train rushed into broad 
daylight at the end of the tunnel, Willie's 
voice lifted in wonder, saying, “It’s tomorrow!” 


A Funeral 


John 17:21. “That they all may be one.” 
Acts 2:1-8. “They were filled with the Holy 
Ghost... the Spirit gave them utterance.” 


An onlooker, seeing a large procession of 


people moving toward the Royal Albert Hall in 
London some years ago, remarked “It looks 
like a funeral!’ “It is a funeral,’ answered 
one who understood. “The Methodists are on 
their way to bury their differences.” It was the 
historic “Uniting Conference.” 


Precaution and Protection 


Prov, 11:27-29. “He that seeketh mischief, 
it shall come unto him.” 

Prov. 15:3. “The eyes of the Lord are in 
every place, beholding the evil and the good.” 

Samuel Meredith, 27, is reported to have 
told the police in Pittsburgh on Dec. 19, “‘that 
he was held up just as he thought he would 
be some time,”’ and related how he had carried 
two billfolds for years, one with a small amount 
of cash, and the other with the rest of his 
money, In case of robbery, he planned to fork 
over the one with the least amount. What did 
he do when the holdup man accosted him? Mr. 
Meredith admitted dejectedly that he lost his 
head and handed over the wallet containing 
his $200.00 pay envelope; he kept the one 
containing the small sum. A parable for all to 
ponder, since we allow our most precious 
possession, spiritual life, to be whisked from 
us in even more thoughtless and stupid manner. 
Many of us do not discover the theft. 


Power of Personality 


Jer. 10:6. “Thou art great, and thy name is 
great in might.” 

Matt, 1:21. “Thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people. . .” 

Leslie D. Weatherhead, in writing about his 


experiences in India wrote: 
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“In the Bible the word ‘Name’ is synonymot 
with power, and when I was serving with tl 
Indian Army in the War, I found that tk 
Indian soldier who joined the army did nm 
give his name. His name was written on® 
scroll and bound about his arm, so that if I 
fell in battle his true identity would be mac 
known. His real name was never entered 0 
the army register, for the Indian believed th 
in surendering his NAME he gave up tl 


' power of his personality.” 


Looking frankly at the growth of th 
Christian philosophy of living, as taught by th 
Saviour, born in Bethlehem, is this belief ¢ 
the Indian soldier not true? Jesus surrendere 
His name to any and all who would accept H 
message, and believe in Him, and it has grow 
into millions, who serve by the power of H 
personality,—millions and millions in eve 
land on the face of the earth. Let us, ; 
followers and believers, gladly surrender o 
names and the power of our personalities mac 
possible through Him, in order to increase ar 
increase His power for love, brotherhood ar 
peace! 


Stewardship 


Prov. 1:27. “Distress and anguish . . 
Luke 6:38. “Give, and it shall be given un 
GORE hee 
A story oft repeated in many forms, relat 
to a farmer who sought to put money aside 
purchase a large tract of land in a coming da 
and each day he put aside a given amou 
against the day when he would realize h 
ambition. Not wishing to let anyone know | 
his ambitions and plans, for fear that knowled; 
of the savings might cause others to build 1 
hopes for the use of the funds and thus ru 
his ambitions, he hid the savings-in the for 
of paper money in a tin can in a little us 
corner of a building. . 
After long years of planning, he invited I 
wife to accompany him on his mission 
purchase the large tract of land, since he hi 
reckoned so carefully that he now knew I 
goal had been reached. His secrecy and ca 
had triumphed! The wife asked, “Where | 
you expect to find the money for such 
purchase ?”’ ; 
“Come and See,” replied the frugal farm 
in quiet confidence, and lead his wife to t 
place where he had carefully hidden t 
savings. When he opened the can, he fou 
mice had made a nest of the paper money 
which to shelter their young, and there ¥ 
nothing there but dust and fragments of 1 
deserted mouse nest. » Ce 
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BOOKS 


Y¥ SERMONS AND PLANS FOR THE JUNIOR 
CH 

arian Walter Gannamay. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 
1. $2.00. 

is one of the most valuable books of assistance 
orker with children can possess. The author not 
1aS a deep understanding of the needs of the 
or of a Children’s Church, but in a most effective 
1as given needed material. The book evidences 
study and an excellent selection of stories which 
be appreciated by children. 

yolume is indispensable to any person organizing 

a children’s church, or involved in childrens 
us work. It tells, in its introduction, how a 
2n’s church should, in detail, be organized. The 
‘ makes it clear that a child’s church is a mature 
1 ON a miniature basis, After giving specific in- 
ions about setting up such a project, the author 
orovides the Director with the stories and neces- 
upproach to have the church of invaluable assis- 
to the child. 

versatility of the author is evidenced by the 
of stories included. The following are the divi- 
“Everyday Choices,’ “God's Scales,” “Giants in 
and.” “The Commandments for Children,’ ‘God 
eation’’ and stories with messages for special 
ons, representing both Biblical and non-Biblical 
3, fables and biographies.—A. Wallace Copper. 


HOLOGY AND RELIGION FOR EVERYDAY 
iG. 
haries T. Holman. Macmillan Company. 178 pp. 


h word of the title is descriptive of this little 
e, whose 15 chapters give a large place to the 
‘ces of religion, from the point of view that 
jlogy is a dynamic force in the lives of normal 
» in achieving the abundant life which is the 
ff a Christian. It does not encourage ministers or 
n to venture into the no-man’s-land of abnormal 
ions, but helps them reach the normal, religious 
ecognizing the moral order as the will of God. 
er I, “Train Up a Child’’ begins with the con- 
so often revealed during the war in which young 
were shown to be-unable to meet crises because 
\dequate training as children. The author reminds 
ts that driving forces are emotional, that well 
d goals are necessary and friendly environment 
sential. Chapter XV discusses ‘‘Where Religion 
Beyond Reason” and reminds the reader that 
yn is not theorizing but a way of life, or life 
—at its best. In between are chapters on such 
as “Make Habit Your Ally,” “Love Against 
» “Faith Against Fear,’ and “Your Religion and 
Health.’ The author writes from long experience 
stor and seminary professor to present a most 
ble volume to help make the highest Christian 
lence a more common everyday life for its readers. 
ude Richmond. 


Ss. 

n Dibelius, Westminster. 160 pp. $2.50. 

fessor Dibelius of Heidelberg, who died untimely 
47 at the age of 64, his death hastened by the 
of war, wrote this keen, compact and instructive 
book in 1939, its excellent English translation by 
ssors Charles B. Hedrick and Frederick C. Grant 
e present volume. Christian faith, doctrine, the 
h tell us of Jesus, declares the author. So also 
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Books 


For the New Year 


WHEN the CHURCH ===> 
WAS YOUNG ! 


By CLOVIS G. CHAPPELL. 
Seventeen forceful, timely 
messages based on the 
book of Acts — showing 
how the early church suc- 
cessfully met problems 
that still exist within our 
churches today. Each mes- 
sage deals wiih an out- 
standing episode in the church of apostolic 
times, bringing to life the valiant men who took 
part and making the meaning and value of their 
experiences clear for us today. 


A vital book for every Christian—especially 
helpful as background reading for the Interna- 


tional Uniform Lessons for January through 
Easter. $2 


THE MINISTRY 


Edited by J. RICHARD SPANN, with chapters 
by 18 Prominent Church Leaders. A compre- 
hensive, helpful analysis of the minister and 
his work—a practical, inspiring study of 17 
factors essential to an effective and reward- 
ing ministry. $2 


UNDERSTANDING THE NEW 
TESTAMENT 


By IAN W. FRASER. A _ vivid, concise 
account of the origin of each New Testament 
book—author, sources, purpose, date and 
place of composition, events which led to the 
writing, and an analysis of content. $1.75 


STORY SERMONS AND PLANS 
FOR THE JUNIOR CHURCH 


By MARIAN W. GANNAWAY. Forty-three 
fresh story sermons, together with plans for 
the effective organization of a junior church. 
Abundant illustrations and practical sugges- 
tions for pastors and leaders. 


WORSHIP SERVICES FOR 
PURPOSEFUL LIVING 


By ALICE A. BAYS. Twenty stimulating 
worship services for youth—each complete 
with scripture, prayers, hymns, poems, and 
stories—and 24 worship stories around which 
young people and their leaders may build 
additional services. $2.50 


At Your Bookstore 


Abingdon-Cokesbury 
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HOPE PUBLISHING 
only the best in song hooks CoM PANY 


5701-AO West Lake St., Chicago 44, Illinois 
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QUALITY 


THAT 


INSPIRES 


Na Ne ee he eS 


¢ 
( 


See for yourself how QUALITY rings 
and echoes from every page, from every 
feature of THE SERVICE HYMNAL. 
Here is a complete service book music- 
ally and liturgically. Makes any second- 
ary book entirely unnecessary. Suitable 
for Worship Service, Sunday School, 
young people and EVERY purpose. 
Wins the loyalty, interest and enthusi- 
asm of ALL your people. 510 musical 
numbers, 67 responsive readings, 117 
descant arrangements. First classified 
hymnal to be completely orchestrated. 
Unsurpassed in quality; Economically 
priced at $100.00 a 100, not prepaid. 


\ INVESTIGATE 

Our famous free offer puts a copy of 
The Service Hymnal in your hands 
together with FREE “Finance Plans” 
folder. Why not act NOW? 

Write name and address on margin, 


give Church and Denomination, clip 
and mail. 


ESTABLISHED 1692 


5. 
does world history, but the two work from very d 
ferent standpoints. They cannot be simply combine 
because faith by definition is something that cannet 
logically demonstrated, but rests upon God’s revelati 
to the soul. Professor Dibelius sets himself the task 
setting forth from the sources the historical facts co 
cerning Jesus Christ. He does it as impartially as 
humanly possible and with the wealth of scholarsh 
and critical technique for which he is well known, 
special relevance for this historical method is foul 
in Christianity’s enemies today, who seek to extermina 
it. While this struggle will not be decided by knoy 
edge, but by faith in the end, yet Christianity h 
nothing to fear from historical research and should n 
withdraw from it. 

The New Testament is ‘the simple, humanly ce 
ditioned deposit of an event. Whether in this eve 
God made his will manifest—that is the crucial qui 
tion at issue in the struggle over Christianity. 
scientific presentation like the following cannot conta 
an answer but it can acquaint one with the event 
The treatment develops through chapters on Jesus” 
History, the Sources, People, Land, Descent, the Moy 
ment among the Masses, the Kingdom of God, 
Signs of the Kingdom, The Son of Man, Man’s Stat 
Before God, The Opposing Forces, Faith and Unfait 
The method of Form-Criticism of which the author: 
a leading exponent determines the whole N. T. treé 
ment. Conceding the truth in it, many of the conel 
sions appear highly subjective and improbable. Tt 
certainly not demonstrated that much of the conten 
of the Gospel was adapted or even invented to apply 
contemporary practical needs of the Church. It is ha 
to see how one can be so sure of one’s conclusions ¢ 
data so remote and containing so many unknoy 
factors.—Paul H. Roth. 7 
THE SEVEN WAYS OF SORROW. 
By Alvin E. Wagner and W. G. Polack. ss 
Concordia Publishing House. $1.50. ; 

A volume of fifteen lenten sermons. The first, | 
Dr. Wagner, is on “The Way’ from Gethsemane — 
Joseph’s tomb. They are scriptural, sincere and deep 
spiritual. They offer valuable suggestions for a lent 
series. 

The second group, by Dr. Polack, is on eight hym 
generally used in the lenten season. These, too, off 
valuable suggestions for a lenten series. They are 
little different from the usual material tsed duri 
lent—W. R. Siegart. . a 
‘ 
THE FIELD OF HONOR. 

By Archer Wallace. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $1.75. ; 

Good stories are always appealing and this volur 
has 100 stories especially for boys, based mainly | 
the lives of men, past and present, all short, ea 
carries a lesson, and are not “preachy.” 4 

Anyone dealing with young people will find here 
wealth of good story material for any occasion.—W. 
Siegart. } 


RENEWING THE MIND. 
By Roger Hazelton. Macmillan. $2.50. 4 
One thing difficult to explain to the ordinary per. 
is the meaning of faith, and this is the task Dr. H. Z 
ton sets for himself. Today faith seems to be snow 
under by the modern generation’s lust for pow 
Pressures of many kinds force action before there 
ample time to weigh and to decide. Dr. Hazelton 
liantly analyzes the present era, in the first chap! 
then presents the full partnership and cooperation 
faith and reason. Brilliant in conception, forceful a 
plain in execution, he sets forth this thesis. His po 
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v is a modern adaptation of theology usually 
ted with Augustine and Anselm. 

principles emerge: Faith precedes understand- 
ith needs understanding; faith pursues under- 
g; faith achieves understanding. It is a very 
ing experience to spend time in study of this 
, for true faith is one of our world’s prime 
—W. R. Siegart. 


IRS OF CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH.” 

ert Schweitzer. Macmillan. 78 pp. $1.75. 

book of recollections by one of the most dis- 
hed men of our age is essential reading for all 
‘ful minds, filled with priceless insights into 
xxperiences that made upon Schweitzer such a 
impression. As one reads it, one enters into the 
and homey atmosphere in which this great man 
ared. All who depreciate the enduring impres- 
f experiences of childhood should read this book. 
- is paid to unpretentious persons who in kind- 
mtributed to the thinking and character of.the 


book is divided into five chapters, each dealing 
particular phase of life. Titles of chapters are 
st Recollections,’ “Home and Holidays,” ‘Edu- 
Second Stage,” “Later Education” and ‘Retro- 
and Reflection.’ The author reveals that his 
ld experiences in life as minister, musician, and 
| missionary were not accidents. He planned 
» to be as it has been, and traces the influences 
irected him upon these paths. It is a book rich 
zraphical illustration, and in deep impressions 
fect and help the reader.—A. Wallace Copper. 


ESUS PAUL PREACHED. 
cy F. Haines. Wilde Co. 179 pp. $2.00. 
Haines has studied his theme throughout a 
y of more than thirty years—the theme being 
1e Christ whom God reveals in the entire Bible 
Whose goings forth have been from eternity. 
re-existent Christ comes into humanity through 
rgin Birth, and is perfect as God and at the 
ime perfect as man. Christ fulfills the prophecies 
Old Testament. He works mighty miracles. He 
1 on the Cross, but His body is raised from the 
He is our High Priest, and is today the Exalted 
Who will come again, and to Whom every knee 
ow. The preface to the book is from the pen of 
t Lockyer whose books and Bible studies are 
nown.—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


'N IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

ah Loft, Macmillan. 178 pp. $2.50. 

writer of these portraits is honest with the 
In the foreword she says that sometimes she 
cen ‘imaginative leaps in the dark.’’ So when you 
to the story of Hagar, one of the twenty Old 
ent women with which she deals, you should 
surprised to meet with such a conjecture as: 
vonders if Hagar were cognizant, or suspicious 
. underground currents which were to influence 
stiny.”” On the basis of this mode of approach 
thor feels warranted in giving her book the sub- 
Twenty Psychological Portraits.”—Paul R. Kirts. 


NITNESS. 

ve Waldron Warner. Wilde Co. 206 pp. $2.50. 

is a novel dealing with religious considerations 
ith every day life situations common not only 
New Testament era but also to every age and 
rly descriptive of the ages. The author presents 
ristian Drama in a pleasing and telling manner 
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1452 
PAGES 


$7.50 
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THE Complete, Concise 
AUTHORITY 


This is the authoritative work that 
ministers and serious-minded laymen 
have long sought. Based on sound 
Protestant scholarship, it is the come 
plete one-volume Commentary. 


Actually, the Abingdon Bible Commene 
tary is a condensed Bible Library—five 
helpful, fact-filled books of over 1400 
pages within a single binding. The five 
titles are: Articles on the Bible as a 
Whole; Articles on the Old Testament; 
Commentary on the Books of the Old 
Testament; Articles on the New Testa- 
ment, and Commentary on the Books of 
the New Testament. This great work was 
edited by three nationally recognized 
men—Edwin Lewis, David G. Downey, 
Frederick Carl Eislen, assisted by more 
than sixty famed associates. 


At all Bookstores 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY 


a a ee 
Order from Your Bookseller 


*Enclosed find $____________. Send me 
the ABINGDON BIBLE COMMENTARY. 


Regular Edition, $7.50 
Thumb-Indexed, $8.25 


NANESe. a Oo et 2A ee A ta eee 


ADDRESS 


STATE 


* Please add Sales Tax if 
applicable in your State 


CITY. 
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The WAY 
to POWER 
and POISE 


The NEW Book of 
Daily Devotions 


by 
E. STANLEY JONES 


The Key to a New 
Life for YOU! 


@For every man and woman 

today, here is the key to the 

spiritual achievement of power 

and poise—power that brings release from worry, 

anxiety, frustration—power that makes life over. 

Fifty-two weeks of daily readings that point the 

way to both spiritual and physical well-being— 

practical, step-by-step guidance out of  self- 

centered slavery into God-given freedom and victory. 

Clearly and forcefully written, the meditations are 
illustrated by real prob- 
lems of real people who 
found their answers in 
God. 


384 Pages 
Pocket Size 
Just $1.25 


At Your Bookstore 
Abingdon-Cokesbury 


ne Bibl 
andbook 


150 Photos and Maps, Size 44x64x1\4 
An ABBREVIATED BIBLE COMMENTARY: with notes 
on every book in the Bible, Archaeological Discoveries, 
How We Got the Bible, and an Epitome of Church History. 
There is nothifig published, of its size, that has anything 
like as much practical Bible information ‘ 


Book OF a Lifetime...FOR a Lifetime 


Loved alike by Young and Old 


Especially valuable for S S Teachers and Bible Students 
Widely used in Colleges and Seminaries 
Highly commended by leading Magazines and Ministers 
(Full particulars sent on request) 
764 pages. Cloth Binding. Only $2.00. 
Order from your Bookstore, or 


H. H. HALLEY, Box 774, Chicago 90, Illinois 


18th Edition. 
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with her masterful use of the factual and the possi 
incidents associated with the life of Jesus and |] 
cousin John the Baptist. The impressive story present 
has beauty, action, dignity and appeal.—_Roy C. H 
fenstein. 


THE EFFICIENT CHURCH OFFICER. HIS 
RESPONSIBILITIES AND PROBLEMS. 
By Eugene Dinsmore Dolloff, S.T.D. Revell 175 pp. $2.6 

Here is avery useful little book, with tried a 
tested advice in the matter of the administration of 
congregation, running the whole gamut of person 
through ushers, moderator, clerks, deacons, finance! 
officers, teachers and educational directors, musicial 
evangelists, even flower providers, calling committe 
nominating committees, and the pulpit committee, t 
sexton and the pastor. Appended is a brief but usef 
bibliography. 

About all that can be thought of capable of bei 
put into or learned out of a book in the whole fie 
is treated here and with much practical good seni 
One can see that it could be very useful, even to f 
experienced, for there are always matters overlook 
or forgotten for which this book will furnish a remi 
der and a helpful suggestion. The counsels are not~ 
perfection and allowance is made for most sorts al 
conditions of congregations. It is refreshing and rig 
that the author prefaces his specific treatment of duti 
of officers with a chapter called The Three Imperativ 
which lays down the proposition that basic to al 
right service of the Church are the qualities of Spir 
uality, which is interpreted in the sense of true Chr 
tian Faith, Loyalty, and Capability—Paul H. Roth. 


: 
. 
AND GAZELLES LEAPING. a 
By Sudhin. N. Ghose. Macmillan. 238 pp. $3.50. 3 

Here is an unusual book from the hand of a Fa 
Eastern prose poet, Sudhin N. Ghose of India. It te 
of his experiences growing up as a child in his nati 
land, dreaming of his tomorrows and struggling wi 
the hard and disappointing realities of each today. 
is a charming book, brimming over with insights in 
customs and viewpoints of the Far East, and revel 
tory of the wisdom and philosophy of that remarkak 
people of mystic spirit. 

The book is divided into three parts, ‘THE LAS 
VILLAGE, THE GREATEST EVIL, and IN QUEST ¢ 
URVASHI. Not only does the story tell what is gol 
on, as it were, in the mind and heart of a sensiti 
and growing child, but it gives to the reader a seri 
of intriguing portraits of people, and is illustrated wi 
scenes from Indian life in such a way that the myste 
and beauty of this fabulous country come to life afres 

The book will be twice precious if read with child 
who will follow the story from page to page with 
keenest delight. —John W. McKelvey. 


JESUS CHRIST IS ALIVE. 
By Laurence W. Miller. Wilde. 89 pp. $1.50. : 

The first of the four chapters presents evidence th 
the resurrection is an historical fact. Six theories co 
cerning the resurrection are ruled out as false. In t 
second chapter the author declares that the resurrecti 
of Christ is a public demonstration of his deity. Ne 
the reader is invited to consider the resurrection | 
proof of the Father’s perfect satisfaction with Chri: 
work in redeeming man from sin. The book closes 
a note of triumph for the believer in the living 
“The resurrection of Christ is a pledge of the believ 
resurrection and immortality.’—Paul R. Kirts. 


Why do people carry dollars to the bar-room, 
and dimes to the altar? SS 


d- Weele Suggestions 


he Acceptable Year of Our Lord 
an: “Ave Maria’—Schubert. 

to W orship: Unto Thee, O Jehovah, do 
up my soul. O my God, in Thee have I 


mn: ‘How Firm a Foundation. ...” 
pr: 37, responsively. 
nn: “Come Roly sSpem <a 

piure: Ezek. 46:16-24; 47:1-14. Luke 
mn: “Hark, Hark, My Soul... .” 


ttation: “Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost 
d from Jordan .. .” (Luke 4:1) 

s believed in God’s power to hear and answer 
_He so believed this that he put every part 
being, his mind, his will, his enthusiasm, his 
©, everything into loving service and devotion 
1. But, some will say, his faith and trust in 
ere not like ours. He trusted because he knew 
To be sure, he knew God, just as we may 
sod; the dominant force of his being was his 
- and with God. Jesus knew that he was never 
rom his Father's care; just so, we have the 
ze of knowing this, if we but listen. 

are not told what Jesus prayed when he went 
y himself, to refresh his body, mind and spirit 
imunion with the Lord. We do know that 
€ was wearied in and through a strenuous day 
rice to God, he withdrew himself from his 
, to be alone with God. Matthew tells us of 
n interlude, after he fed the people who had 
=d him, he sent his disciples to sea, while he 
| withdrew into the mountain heights to be 
with God. Mark tells us of a day Jesus spent 
hing in the synagogue, and an evening of 
» the sick in body and spirit, yet He arose 
at while before it was day, departed into a 
place and prayed.” Jesus knew that the 
of his strength was God. Jesus knew God; he 
that only through the strength of the Father 
possible for him to renew his own powers, 
rry on in the service of the Father. The fol- 
of Jesus were aware of the change made in 
rough prayer. It was this awareness which 
ed them to ask him to teach them how to 
hey wanted this source of strength for them- 
They sought to assure themselves that they, 
ould be able to renew their weary bodies, ex- 
1 minds, and troubled spirits, and they said 
, ‘Lord, teach us to pray.” 

it did Jesus tell them to do? Jesus told them 
into an inner chamber, and to shut the door 
hem, and in solitude to pray to their Father. 
demonstrated to them what he tried to teach 
and what he has been trying through His 
0 teach us. God made man, God provided the 
rules for living in such a way that man could 
divine heights; then, he provided a source of 
never-ending-help—to replenish our needs, 
rer man exhausts himself in any phase of liv- 
Yes, the never-ending source of help to those 
1ocked at the door of God’s presence. 

e were some who wondered about the long 
yf prayer in which Jesus renewed his strength, 
lly when Jesus was so near to God at all 
There is no record of this question actually 
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Storytime 
aE art 


EVERY CHILD 
| WILL ENJOY 
| THIS NEW 
. BIBLE 
RT BOOK by 
TOUTS STANDARD 
RR 
* Only 


* $4.00 
* 


Eight fascinating, favorite Bible sto- 
ries... printed word for word as told 
on Storytime Records in Standard’s 
Vols. 3 and 4. Such classics as Ruth, 
Jacob’s Dream, Joseph and His 
Brothers, The Good Samaritan, etc. 
Also 6 big sheets of Bible art, full- 
color figures to cut out and assemble 
into stand-up story scenes. Fine gift 
in itself; also co-related with Story- 
time Records so child can “play” the 
stories while enjoying recordings. 
Entertaining, creative, educational. 
Book 10 x 1044", full-color, heavy 
paper cover. At your book store, or 
write us. Only $1.00 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


20 East Central Parkway Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


PEWS 

ALTARS 

FONTS 

PULPIT SETS 
CHANCEL SETS 
CHAIRS 
CROSSES 
CANDLESTICKS 


Everything in wood for 
the beautification of 
The Church Interior 


MANITOWOC CHURCH 

FURNITURE COMPANY 
WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN 
Dept. 3 


PRINTING COMPANY. 
CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 
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GOWN S 


Write for FREE Choir Gown Style 
Book C17, Pulpit Apparel Style Book 
CP67. Ask for Budget Payment Plan. 
Confirmation Gowns — rental or sale. 

E+ R » MOORE COMPANY 


932 Dakin St. 11 West 42nd St, 
Chicago 13,01. New York 18,N.Y. 


CHOIR VESTMENTS 


CLERICAL SUITS 
CASSOCKS ...SURPLICES 
STOLES 
RABATS - RABAT VESTS 
COLLARS 
BLACK CLERICAL SHIRTS 


CHURCH HANGINGS 


ALTAR LINENS 


C. M. ALMY & SON, Inc. 
562 Fifth Ave., New York 19, N. Y. 


PIPE ORGANS ——_ 
of Distinction 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT 


VESTMENTS 


Hangings - Ornaments 
and Supplies 


Catalog Free on requesi 
THE C. E. WARD CO. 


New London, Ohio 


CHURCH 
BULLETIN 
BOARDS 


BULLETIN BOARD 
LETTERS 


ILLUMINATED 
CROSSES 
MEMORIAL 


AND GIFT 
PLATES 


BRONZE TABLETS 
W. L. CLARK CO.,iNnc, 


Manufacturers Since 1914 
2 LAFAYETTE ST., NEW YORK 13 
TERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 
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having been asked of Jesus, but his answer to th 
question lies in the story of the follower who g¢ 
what he asked for, because of his persistence. Th 
moral of this is that we must understand that | 
selfish men will listen to those who will not tak 
“no” for an answer, how much more will the Go 
of love and mercy and justice listen to the humbl 
and persistent prayer of those who call upon Hig 
Just as the Creator of humans provided the di 
tailed rules for living, both as individuals and % 
members of family and community groups, so I 
provided through Jesus the manner in which we mé 
renew and replenish our strength and courage ft 
ever greater accomplishments in His Name. Man 
privilege lies in making use of the channels Ge 
has provided.—Rev. C. E. Irons. | 


Hymn: “Awake, my Soul... .” 
Reader: “A Moment of Rebirth’, Margan 
Sangster. | 


“Oh, God, in times of sudden dark 
This is my one desire— 

To light the candle of my faith 
At thine unfailing fire! 

“Oh, God, in times of want and dread, 
When trouble has beset me, : 


Let me remember that one Friend 
Will never quite forget me. 


“Oh, God, when I have lost the way, 
When I, alas, am straying, 

Give me a moment of rebirth— 
Lend me the strength for praying! ’ 


. 
4 
: 
; 
: 


(From, “Singing on the Road.’’) 


Hymn: “Dear Lord and Father of Mat 
kind.” : 
Prayer, and Benediction. q 
Organ: “March Romaine’’—Gounod. : 


II. Borrowed Light 


Organ: “Melody’—Tschaikowsky. 

Call to Worship: “Make haste, O God, | 
deliver me; make haste to help me, O Lor 
Let all that seek thee rejoice and be glad | 
thee; and let such as love thy salvation s: 
continually, Let God be magnified. O Go 
thou art my help and my deliverer.”’ } 

Hymn: “Come Thou, Almighty King . . . 

Psalm: 87, responsively. } 

Hymn: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 


_ Scripture: (Zechariah, chapters 1 through 14, ha 
ing been assigned as study and careful reading, 
order to understand the attitudes of the Israelit 
called upon to rebuild the outward, as well as t 
inward, structures of the nation. Zechariah, co 
fronted with the task of building morale in t¢ 
hearts of the people, before they could rebuild t 
nation and its cities, falls back upon visions of co! 
ing grandeur, as a result of the rebuilding of t 
Jewish nation.) Read 8:18-23 as a basis for d 
cussion of the later chapters, which leader m 
decide to read to the audience. 


Hymn: “Faith of Our Fathers... .” | 
Meditation: The verses we have studied in t 
book of Zechariah are a picture of many things > 
do weekly in any community and in our chur h 
People observe the Christmas holidays, take Pa 
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k of Prayer, attend Christian funeral services, 
lained Christians ministers to perform marriage 
S, bring children to the Christian Church sanc- 
or baptism,—all these, not because they believe 
foundation teachings upon which these obser- 
are based, but they do all these things because 
ke the people in the visions of Zechariah, come 
i We will go with you: for we have heard 
‘od is with you.” They believe they enhance 
wn stations in life by borrowing from those 
slieve to have seen the light. 

y of the people who come to borrow light in 
accepted manner of living are, for the hour, 
incere; some are even eager in their temporary 
dation of what is to them nothing more than 
e. Thus, we are tempted to comment cynically 
h borrowers of light, but we had better spend 
ne and energy in examining our own hearts. 
renuinely are we living our faith? How sin- 
ure we following the light provided us through 
ord of God? Are we clinging to the skirts 
2ts whom we believe to have a firm hold on 
srnal Light? Are we walking the path of life 
1 confidence that the LIGHT we follow is 
g the way to Eternal Life? or, are we merely 
¥ step with God-fearing companions whom 
ieve to possess the Light? How many of us 
nd ourselves helpless, when like the miner 
g along the passages of the mine-pit guided 
ympanion’s light, discover with surprise when 
Apanion turns off on a side road, that we have 
ont of our own; that we walked safely only 
a the grace of the companion who possessed 
? 

e is another point from which we had better 
e our hearts, even should we be blessed with 
viction that we have a firm hold on the Light, 
e content to walk by that Light. That point 
we scornful of any who seek to walk with 
ing, “We will go with you for we have heard 
od is with you,” or are we thankful for the 
xe, of showing such seekers the way to God; 
eg the way to avail themselves of the true 
Every Christian who possesses the light of 
1 God’s Word and promise of Salvation walks 
ally with the responsibility of sharing that 
rith any and all who come seeking. Not only 
e who possess the light have the responsibility 
wing the way through their personal conduct, 
1 prayer, through willingness to share our 
ss, but there is a more difficult responsibility 
st of us, and that is to refrain from doubts, 
n, inconsistencies, reproach, criticism, sus- 
and ridicule of those who come timidly, seek- 
walk by another’s light. During the war, when 
lain was questioned about the increase in at- 
e at divine worship services, just prior to an 
ro advance, the answer was, “If I were a 
[ would be glad that a frightened child, how- 
ayward, should turn to me for security.” If 
in seeking the Light of Salvation appears at 
vice or function of the Christian Church, re- 
; of the motive, it is the privilege and re- 
ility of those who possess the Light to 
e the searcher, to refrain from tactless 
yment, wise-cracking, or aloofness. The motive 
ing the presence of any person is God's busi- 
Telcoming the seeker and sharing all blessings 
business of those who have found God. The 
‘those who know God is to extend a friendly 
n the Name of Jesus Christ, to all who come 
and draw them into the circle of His love. 
on sermon by Rev. R. W. Stewart, Glasgow) 


on: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.” 
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PULPIT-CHOIR 


CONFIRMATION 
BAPTISMAL 
DOCTORS 


(Supplies Extra) 
NO STENCILS 
NO PLATES )? 
Make original list 
on your typewri- , 
ter. Address cards, ott Appl d 
envelopes, circulars, etc., at the rate of 20 per minute. 


See your office supply dealer or send us his name and 
we will mail complete information. 


BULLETINS - HONOR ROLLS 


Send for FREE Catalog con- 
taining illustrations and prices 
of the various types of bulle- 
tins made by us. A post card 
will do! Please mention name 
of your church. 


ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 


Ashtabula, Ohio 


Millis CHURCH WorsuiP AIDS 


Have your deal 
the wide Variety mle allen 
church appointments we produce 
FOR COMPLETE CATALOG SEND 10 
SUDBURY BRASS Goops C0. 


85 SUDBURY STREET, Boston 44 MASS.’ 
, MASS. 
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WwW W Individual 
CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY , 

Our communion set as illustrated permits an Impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
hogany, oak or walnut in 
either 25, 36 or 49 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


Liming ose 


a ita 


a 
Circular and quotations on request 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. } 


Church TindDows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations @ 


® Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 5 


Choir and Pulpit 
GOWNS 


Fine materials, beautiful 
work, pleasingly low prices. 
Catalog, samples on request. 
State your needs, name of 
urch. DeMoulin Bros. 
& Co. 1153 S. 4th Street, 
Greenville, Illinois. 


You Can Print 


eo 
Your Own Bulletins 
Church calendars, letters to members, 

[ck eards, notices, programs, ete. Do them 

aS yourself at cost of paper and ink only. 

[s [) Save money. Solddirect from factoryonly. 

Vi Raised printing like engraving too. Good 

Sat <2 «income printing for others in spare 
NP time. Have home print shop. Pays for it- 

RK \ oa self in a short time. Easy rules supplied. 
\ ye ws) Write for free catalog and all details. 
Kelsey Corp., R-32 Meriden, Conn. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit liangings - Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers - Communion Linens 
Embroiderics - Fabrics 
EER Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 
= K Y 1837 Marking 118 years of service 1950 
\y Cox SONS & VINING, Inc. 


to the church and clerev 
Soy 13! East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


CHURCH BULLETINS 


Scriptural — Artistically Designed 
Large Assortment — Self Selection 
Lithographed — Special Days — General Use 
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 


ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
LOUISVILLE 12, KY. 


Our innetself is revealed when we show 
what makes us sad, mad, or glad. 
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Prayer: (Especially for grace to accept the will 0 
God - our guiding light in everyday life, and t 
abandon all selfish interests and ambitions in ow 
effort to carry out God’s will; to spare no effort i 
showing any and all who come seeking knowledg 
of that which we have found through His love) 

Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord Go 
Almightyee 

Benediction. 

Organ: ‘Temple Match’’—Lyon. 
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Making a Year : 
(From page 8) 
This Is God’s Way | 


By dedicating ourselves to alert, sympatheti 
service we can face the new year in confidence 
because this is God’s way. No man create 
the way of God, he discovers it. Since th 
beginning, love has been supreme. Brot 
hood has been the only vital way to live. Fo 
giveness is written into the fibre of the uni 
verse. Men discovered the laws of God, b 
they functioned unalterably before they wet 
apprehended. Gravitation was a fact bef 
Newton found its meaning. 

Einstein said, “The most wonderful thing 
the universe is the mysterious. Lament fo 
him whose eyes are’ closed. I belong to t 
ranks of the devoutly religious men.” J. Mi 
dleton Murry describes his religious expert 
ence in his book entitled “God.” He says 
“The room was filled with a Presence and 
knew I was not alone; that the universe he 
no menace, for I was part of it. I could new 
be afraid in the old ways or cowardly with th 
old cowardice.” | 

Christianity has passed through many a 
At first the disciples accepted the truth fro 
Jesus, and by experience proved its validity 
They went out into the world saying, “Com 
and see.”” The meaning of Pentecost was th 
personal apprehension by people of God! 
spirit and presence. As time passed a greg 
church grew in power. Many accepted its sta 
ments because it had stated them. La 
authority was transferred to a book. Men gc 
an insight into the rich truths of the Bibl 
Today we live in an age of experimentatiot 
Science has insisted all things be tested. 7 

Many fear the spirit of science will dama 
religion. Christianity has nothing to fear. 
the field of experimentation Christ is suprem 
Not only in Hadley’s ‘Twice Born Men,” 
in our own knowledge, we know the truth | 
the gospel. A man who faces the new ye 
dedicating his life to Christ and His way, c 
live in confidence. He knows there is no oth 
way by which men can be helped or saved. 
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INTERNATIONAL 150 WEST 22nd ST. 
BRONZE TABLET CO., INC. NEW YORK 1, 1N. Ys 


¢ Pulpit and Choir- 
Headquarters for 
| RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 
Embroideries - Vestments 
Hangings - Communion 
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CHURCH GOODS 
SUPPLY COMPANY 
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WHERE TO BUY CHURCH 
EQUIPMENT 


GOWNS (Pulpit and Choir) 


HYMN BOOKS 
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MEMORIAL TABLETS 
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